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Sessions 

Session #1: Saturday, July 28 ï Saturday, August 4 
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Monday, July 23 Load truck  

Saturday, July 28 1st session camp, arrive after noon 
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Friday, September 28 Camp reunion  
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    995-8060 
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Summer camp committee members: Jim Duncan (chair), Carolyn 
Higgins, Cork Higgins, John Jacobsen, Ken Kodama, Lana 
Lindstrom, and Sharon Ritchie 

 

Emergency Camp Contact 
Hebgen Ranger District 

406/823-6961  

W Yellowstone, MT 59758
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CAMP PEGG 

The Area  

Yellowstone National Park is known for the world's largest concentration of 
geysers, and for its Grand Canyon, featuring spectacular water falls.  The 
park is situated on a high plateau at an average elevation of 8000 feet, walled 
on three sides by snowy mountain ranges.  The Continental Divide meanders 
for about 115 miles across the Yellowstone plateau.  The area is teeming 
with wildlife, including coyote, mule deer, bighorn sheep, elk, moose, 
pronghorn, buffalo, grizzly and black bear, cougar, and wolf.   

The Campsite 

Beaver Creek Campground 
is 24 miles NW of W 
Yellowstone, Montana, at 
an elevation of 6500 feet.  
The campground is about ¼ 
mile from Earthquake Lake 
and adjoining the Lee 
Metcalf Wilderness Area.  
During July and August, 
daytime temperatures are 
usually in the mid-70s, 
dropping to the hi-30s at 
night; the sun rises just after 

6:00 am and sets by 9:00 pm; and rainfall averages about 1½ inches per 
month.  

The Obsidians will camp along Loop A of Beaver Creek Campground.  
Most of the 26 designated camping sites can accommodate multiple tents.  
They're located within a light forest cover with open meadows and 
spectacular views.  A paved road along the half-mile loop can accommodate 
recreational vehicles, not to exceed 32 feet in length.  Toilets and potable 
water are available, and our camp showers will be erected for campers to use 
with their own solar shower bags. 

The Yellowstone area is at a high elevation, so campers should drink extra 
fluids and not over-exert until acclimated.  Those who notice shortness of 
breath, fatigue, headaches, or dizziness should immediately descend to a 
lower elevation.
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Fees  

(Include 3 meals per day, trip fees and taxes) 

Members age 12 and older: $205 / person 
Non-members age 12 and older: $245 /person 
Children age 6-11:                                     $105 /person 
Children age 0-5:                                                 free 

Additional costs:  Bear spray may be purchased through the club at a cost 
of $48 for a 7.9 oz. container with holster.  Campers may also purchase a 
container jointly with someone attending a different camp session at a cost 
of $24 each, in which case they must return their container to a member of 
the Summer Camp Committee at the end of their session. 

Getting There 

Beaver Creek Campground is about 900 miles from Eugene.  The most 
direct route is as follows: 

¶ up the McKenzie Highway (OR-126E) to 

¶ US-20E, through Bend and Burns, to Cairo Junction, then 

¶ OR-201 to Ontario at 
the Idaho border, then 

¶ I-84E past Twin Falls, 
then 

¶ I-86E to Pocatello, then 

¶ I-15N to Idaho Falls, then 

¶ US-20E to 

¶ ID-87/MT-87, then 

¶ US-287E to Beaver 
Creek Campground 
(Loop A)  

For a more scenic route, 
take the US-20 exit at 
Mountain Home, ID, 
about 40 miles east of 
Boise, following a portion of the Oregon Trail  through the Craters of the 
Moon National Monument.  Stay on US-20E through Idaho Falls to ID-87.  
This route is actually 21 miles shorter, but takes almost an hour longer to 
drive. 

Campers should not arr ive at camp before noon on Saturday, July 28, for 
the 1st Session or before noon on Saturday, August 4, for the 2nd Session.
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Meals 

The first Camp Pegg meal will be dinner served the evening of Saturday, 
July 28 (1st Session), or Saturday, August 4 (2nd Session).  The last meal 
will be a cold breakfast on Saturday, August 4 (1st Session), or Saturday, 
August 11 (2nd Session).  Vegetarian options will be available. 

Lunch makings will be set out each morning from 6:30 to 7:00, including the 
last day of each session.  Hands must be washed prior to making lunch at 
the communal tables.  

Breakfast will be served from 7:00 to 7:30 am. 

Dinners will be served at 6:30 pm.    

Campers need to bring a ditty bag containing an unbreakable plate and mug, 
utensils, and a hard plastic sandwich-sized food container. 

 

Duties and other Volunteer Help  

Campers are encouraged to meet at the Obsidian Lodge on Monday, July 23, 
at 9:00 am to help load the truck. 

At camp, duties will be assigned to everyone randomly by computer and 
posted on the bulletin board.  A ñResponsible Personò will supervise and 
provide written instructions for table set-up, serving, table clearing, dish 
washing, lunch prep, lunch clean-up, and camp clean-up.  Individuals are 
responsible for finding replacements if unable to perform at assigned times. 

Those attending the second session will be asked to help dismantle camp and 
load the truck the last day of camp. 

Campers are encouraged to meet at the Obsidian Lodge on Monday, August 
13, at 9:00 am to help unload the truck. 

 

Campfire 

The entire camp will gather around a campfire each evening after dinner for 
announcements and trip reports, as well as skits and other entertainment.
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What to Bring 

Camping and hiking gear; binoculars and spotting scopes; clothes for warm, 
cold, and wet weather, and swimsuit; solar shower, towel; water bottle; ditty 
bag containing unbreakable plate, mug, utensils; hard plastic sandwich-sized 
food container; lawn chair; mosquito repellent; bear spray; biodegradable 
soap; playing cards, board games and/or puzzles; leveling blocks for RVs 
Ten Essentials to carry when away from camp 

1. First-aid kit 
2. Compass (and know how to use it) 
3. Map(s) of the area where you will be 
4. Small functional pocket knife 
5. Flashlight with good batteries (extras & bulb) 
6. Rain gear: parka and pants 
7. Sunscreen 
8. Extra food and water 
9. Fire kit: waterproof container of matches, candle, etc. 
10. Whistle 

NOTE:  Pets, firearms and illegal drugs are not allowed on trips or in camp.  
Alcohol is not permitted on official Obsidian outings, but is allowed in 
camp.   

 

Health Care Services 

In case of medical emergency within park boundaries, dial ñ911ò or contact 
a ranger. 

Medcor operates three urgent-care clinics within the park, staffed by a 
board-certified physician and team of RNs.  Services include injury and 
illness treatment, x-rays, and some lab and pharmacy services.  If in-patient 
care or advanced services are required, the clinic staff can stabilize patients 
and arrange for appropriate transfer to hospital outside the park. 

Basic medical care is also available at the Yellowstone Family Medical 
Center in W Yellowstone at 236 Yellowstone (phone: 406/646-0200 or 
406/646-7600). 

The nearest hospital is Bozeman Deaconess Hospital, about 90 miles north 
of W Yellowstone at 915 Highland Blvd, Bozeman, Montana (phone: 
406/585-5000 or 585-1000).
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Bear and Cougar Precautions 
 

ON THE TRAIL:  

¶ Carry bear spray in easily accessible holster.  Practice retrieving and 
arming bear spray before an emergency occurs.  

¶ Hike during daylight hours in groups of 4 or more, staying close to  
group. 

¶ While hiking, call out, clap hands, or sing loudly. 

¶ Be extra alert near food sources such as berry patches and spawning fish 

¶ Stay on trail and look in all directions. 

¶ Be aware of tracks, scat, diggings, torn-up logs, turned-over rocks. 

¶ Keep children close and within sight. 

¶ Carry bandana, shirt, or hat to drop as distraction, but do not drop 
backpack, which can provide added protection. 

¶ Never leave backpack, food, or beverage unattended.  

¶ If you sight a bear or cougar, do not run, but face it as a group, standing 
tall and speaking in calm, low voice while slowly backing away; 
remove bear spray from holster and arm, but do not spray unless 
charged. 

 

AT CAMPSITE:  

¶ If bear enters campsite, slowly retreat to safe place and do not challenge 
it over personal belongings or food. 

¶ Food and odorous items (deodorant, toothpaste, make-up, soap, lotion) 
must be stored in a closed, hard-sided vehicle 

¶ Sleeping bags, tents, and the camp area must be free of food, beverages, 
and odorous attractants 

¶ Wash hands thoroughly after eating to minimize odors 

¶ Keep flashlight and bear spray readily available in tent; know how to use 

bear spray! 

 

IF ATTACKED:  

¶ Use bear spray as directed on instructions included with spray. 

¶ Fight back aggressively while trying to retreat to safe place, or play dead, 
lying face down with hands clasped together behind head, with legs 
spread; if bear rolls you over, keep rolling until you are face down 
again, then do not make noise until bear is gone. 
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ATTRACTIONS  

Grizzly and Wolf Discovery Center 
201 S. Canyon St., W Yellowstone.  Live grizzlies and gray wolves in 

natural habitats. (www.grizzlydiscoveryctr.org) 

Rare Earth 
111 Yellowstone Ave., W Yellowstone.  Mine for gold, garnets, sapphires in 
a working sluice.  (www.wyellowstone.com/rareearth) 

Canyon Visitor Education Center 
Exhibits focus on volcanic history of Yellowstone. Educational books and 
materials. (307/242-2550) 

Museum of the Rockies at Montana State University. 
600 W. Kagy Blvd., Bozeman, MT.  Dinosaur fossil collections, living 

history farm, and planetarium.  (www.museumoftherockies.org) 

Wilderness Pack Trips 
209 S. K St., Livingston, MT.  Horseback pack trips and day rides with  
experienced outfitter.  Wildlife viewing, spectacular scenery and fly fishing.  

(www.yellowstonepacktrips.com) 

Boating 
Bridge Bay Marina on Yellowstone Lake.  Guided scenic and fishing 
charters, boat rentals, boat slips.  (Boats, canoes, kayaks and rafts are NOT 
allowed on park rivers and streams, with the exception of the waterway 
between Lewis and Shoshone lakes.)  Launching facilities are located at 
Lewis Lake, and on Yellowstone Lake at Bridge Bay Marina and Grant 
Village Campground.   Required permits can be obtained from the Bridge 
Bay Marina or at ranger stations in the lake area.  Each person on the boat 
must have a Coast Guard-approved ñwearableò personal floating device. 

(www.oars.com; www.flyingpigrafting.com; www.wildwestrafting.com) 

Fishing 
Fly fishing is popular throughout the park.  Permits are available at ranger 
stations, visitor centers, general stores, and Bridge Bay Marina.   

Waterfall Drive through Targhee National Forest 
From W Yellowstone, drive south for 35 miles on US-20 to US-47, then 
about 13 miles to the signed turnoff for Upper Mesa Falls, which are 300 
feet wide with a drop of 114 feet.

http://www.grizzlydiscoveryctr.org/
http://www.museumoftherockies.org/
http://www.yellowstonepacktrips.com/
http://www.oars.com/
http://www.flyingpigrafting.com/
http://www.wildwestrafting.com/
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PERMITS AND REGULATIONS  

Obsidian Safety Regulations 

Trip leaders must be Obsidian members familiar with the summer trips guide 
section of the Obsidian safety manual.  Climbs are governed by  current 
Obsidian climb policy.  Leaders must bring first aid kits and bear spray on 
all trips.  Minimum group size is 4, due to bear safety issues. 

Entrance Permits 

The fee of $25 per vehicle covers 7 consecutive days at any entrance to 
Yellowstone AND Grand Teton National Parks.  Golden Age and Golden Access 
passes are also accepted.  No additional permits are required for day hikes. 

Back Country Use Permits 

Required permits for overnight stays can be obtained only in person, no 
more than 48 hours in advance, from the ranger station or visitor center 
nearest to the trailhead.   

National Forest Service Regulations 

National Forest Service wilderness regulations limit hiking groups to no 
more than 12 people -- preferably fewer.  Obsidian leaders should strive for 
groups of 8-10, with an absolute minimum of 4, due to bear safety issues.   

Trailheads 

When available, trail register cards should be completed at trailheads, 
providing  information to the Forest Service for management purposes and 
helping find lost or injured hikers.  Yellowstone's trails are marked in orange, 
and most trail junctions are marked with directional and distance signs. 
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DAY HIKES  

The summer camp ñadvance teamò took a few exploratory hikes in 2006 
(indicated by asterisks*).  They also gathered information from the Forest 
Service and several trail guides.  To augment these brief descriptions, 
photocopies from the trail guides and USGS quadrangle maps for most   
hikes will be available at camp for hike leaders.  Please note that driving 
distances are mere estimates.  

 

Hike Ratings  

Easy:   < 5 miles distance; < 1,000 elevation gain 

Moderate:   5 ï 10 miles distance; 1,000 ï 2,500 elevation gain 

Difficult:   > 10 miles distance; > 2,500 elevation gain 
 

Maps/Trail Guides 

Some district forest maps may be available at the Hebgen Ranger District 
Station, located ½ mile north of W Yellowstone on Route 191 North.  
However, campers are encouraged to purchase maps and trail guides prior to 
leaving home. 

Highly recommended: 

¶ National Geographic's Trails Illustrated topo map of Yellowstone 
(www.nationalgeographic.com/maps 

¶ Tom Carter's Day Hiking Yellowstone, a pocket-sized book coordinated 
with the Trails Illustrated map, published by Dayhiking Press, Garland, TX 

Other maps and guides: 

¶  Yellowstone Grand Teton Road Guide published by Free Wheeling 
Travel Guides (www.yellowstoneonline.com/fwg) 

¶ Yellowstone Trails by Mark C. Marshall, published by The Yellowstone 
Association (www.Yellowstoneassociation.org) 

¶ Forest Service typo maps of Lee Metcalf Wilderness and W Yellowstone 
Vicinity and Gallatin National Forest West Half 

Maps of the area will be available at camp for reference.  All outing maps 
must stay in camp with the exception of photocopies of some USGS 
quadrangle maps provided to trip leaders.  Photocopies from guide books of 
some of the trails mentioned in this booklet may also be available to trip 
leaders.  These maps and trail guides must be returned after the outings.   

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/maps
http://www.yellowstoneonline.com/fwg
http://www.yellowstoneassociation.org/


9 

Easy Hikes 

1. Riverside Trail 
This flat trail starts in W Yellowstone at the junction of Madison Ave. and 
Boundry St. on the east side of town, following the power line into a 
lodgepole pine forest.  The trail enters Yellowstone National Park, marked 
by the fence boundary, and ends at the dirt road overlooking the Madison 
River.  

Rating: Easy Hiking distance: 2 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: minimal Est. driving distance: 48 miles (RT) 

*2. Mystic Falls/Madison Plateau Overlook  
(#6 on the National Geographic Trails Illustrated Map of Yellowstone) 

Drive into the park at W Yellowstone to Madison Junction, then S onto 
Grand Loop Rd. towards Old Faithful to the Biscuit Basin parking area. 

From the Biscuit Basin 
parking area, cross the 
Firehole River 
footbridge and follow 
the boardwalk to the far 
side of Biscuit Basin, 
passing colorful geyser 
pools and hot springs.  
Near Avoca Spring the 
trail leaves the 
boardwalk and follows 
the Little Firehole River, 
climbing gradually 
through a burned area to 
the base of 70-foot Mystic Falls.  Continue on the trail to the top of  Madison 
Plateau, overlooking 150 active geysers, including Old Faithful (if youôre 
timing is right!).  The trail switchbacks down to the valley floor.  Go left as 
you complete the loop, back to Biscuit Basin. 

Rating: Easy  Hiking distance:  3.5 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: 540 feet Est. driving distance: 104 miles (RT) 

3. Horse Butte Observation 
Drive south on US-191 towards W Yellowstone, turning right onto the 
Rainbow Point gravel road for 3 miles, then left at the junction for 2 miles to 
the lookout turnoff on your right.   

This hike is on a dirt road through an open hillside and an old growth 
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Douglas fir forest to a Forest Service lookout tower.  Spectacular views at 
7077 feet elevation of Madison Arm, Continental Divide, Yellowstone 
National Park, and Hebgen Lake.    

Rating: Easy Hiking distance:  2.5 miles (RT) 

Elevation gain: 508 feet Est. driving distance: 48miles (RT) 

4. Lone Star Geyser 
Drive into the park at W Yellowstone to Madison Junction, then S onto 
Grand Loop Rd., continuing past Old Faithful to Kepler Cascades pullout, 
3.5 miles SE of Old Faithful overpass. 

This level trail and bicycle path follows the Firehole River to Lone Star 
Geyser, which erupts 30-45 feet every 3 hours. 

Rating: Easy   Hiking distance:  5 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: minimal Est. driving distance: 116 miles (RT) 
 
 

Moderate Hikes 

*5. Bighorn Pass Trail - Fawn Pass Trail Loop 
From camp, drive E to US-191, then turn left (N) for 12 miles (past milepost 
20) to the Big Horn Pass trailhead.  To shuttle a car, drive two miles further 
on US-191 to the Fawn Pass trailhead. 

This hike follows a 
portion of the Gallatin 
River and features wide 
open spaces with few 
trees and beautiful 
mountain vistas.  The 
trail begins at an 
undeveloped parking area 
off US-191 in the NW 
section of the park.  At 
4.3 miles you can either 
turn around and return to 
the parking lot or (if 
youôve arranged a car 
shuttle) turn left for 0.9 miles to the junction with Fawn Pass Trail; turn left 
(W) on Fawn Pass Trail and, staying left at all junctions, return 4.9 miles to 
the parking area. 

Rating: Moderate Hiking dist: 8.6 mi (RT) /10.1 mi (loop) 
Elevation gain: 100 feet Est. driving distance: 60 miles (RT) 
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*6. Fairy Falls/Twin Buttes 
(# 12 on the National Geographic Trails Illustrated Map of Yellowstone) 

Drive through the W Yellowstone entrance, then S at Madison Junction for 
11.5 miles and look for the trailhead on the W side of Grand Loop Rd. 

This trail follows an old freight 
road along the S side of Midway 
Geyser Basin and Grand 
Prismatic Spring, containing 
microorganisms known as 
hyperthermophiles.   After 1 
mile, the trail enters an 
extensively burned forest, and at 
2.5 miles, Fairy Falls drops 197 
feet from the Madison Plateau.  
Continue another half mile 
through a boggy area to Imperial 
Geyser, which no longer erupts, 
but consists of a large boiling 
water pool.  Follow the runoff 
channel from Imperial Geyser to 
Spray Geyser about a quarter of 
a mile to Twin Buttes (AKA the 
Dolly Parton Hills).  To extend 
the trip,  hike cross country up to the saddle between the buttes, then turn 
right to the top of N Twin Butte (el. 7875).  Return to the trailhead by the 
same route. 

Rating: Moderate  Hiking distance:  6 to 8 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: 650 feet Est. driving distance: 100 miles (RT)  

7. Hellroaring Creek 
(#15 on the National Geographic Trails Illustrated Map of Yellowstone) 

Drive into the park at W Yellowstone, through Madison Junction and Norris 
Junction to Canyon Junction, then N to the trailhead at Tower-Roosevelt.  
The trail begins 100 yards N of Tower Junction.  Park in the large area on 
the S side of the Grand Loop Rd. just W of Tower Junction.  Look for a 
well-maintained dirt road just off the NE Entrance Rd. 

This trail heads NW from Tower Junction along a former stage coach road, 
and a stagecoach cookout is served at the 1.6 mile mark -- the site of the 
former Pleasant Valley Hotel.  Follow the Garnet Hill Trail for 3.5 miles, 
then the Garnet Hill Loop Trail to the right.  Continue ahead for an 
additional 0.2 miles to a junction with the Hellroaring Trail.  Turn right (N) 
for another 0.2 miles to a steel bridge crossing the Yellowstone River. This 
is a good place to turn around for a shorter hike, but to continue to 
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Hellroaring Creek, cross the river and hike through a stand of Douglas fir.  
The trail passes a junction with the Buffalo Plateau Trail and continues 
across a sagebrush flat.  The conical peak to the N is Hellroaring Mountain, 
the largest outcropping of granite in the park.  At 4.8 miles, turn left at the 
junction and follow the spur trail as it swings S following Hellroaring Creek.  
The spur trail ends (6.2 miles) at the confluence of Hellroaring Creek and 
the Yellowstone River.  The sandy beach here is a nice spot for lunch.  
Return the same way, or turn left at the Garnet Hill Loop Trail junction to 
add an additional mile.   

Rating: Moderate Hiking distance: 7.8 to 12.4 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: 450 feet Est. driving distance: 166 miles (RT) 
  

*8. Mount Washburn 
(#10 on the National Geographic Trails Illustrated Map of Yellowstone) 

Drive through the W 
Yellowstone entrance, 
then E through Madison 
Junction and Norris 
Junction to Canyon 
Village.  Turn N at 
Canyon Village on the 
Grand Loop Rd. for 5 
miles to the parking area 
at Dunraven Pass. 

This old stagecoach route 
is a gradual 1400 ft. 
climb with extraordinary 
views.  At the visitor center at the top you can locate landmarks with 
telescopes, maps, and sighting points. 

Rating: Moderate/difficult  Hiking distance:  5.5 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: 1,400 feet Est. driving distance: 140 miles (RT) 

9. Seven Mile Hole 
(#17 on the National Geographic Trails Illustrated Map of Yellowstone) 
Drive through the W Yellowstone entrance, then E through Madison Junction 
and Norris Junction to Canyon Junction.  Continue E, past Canyon Village 
onto the 1-way scenic drive.  Turn left on the spur road to Inspiration Point 
(0.9 miles from Canyon Junction) and look for Glacial Boulder on the left. 
This hike skirts the rim of the Grand Canyon, then descends 1350 feet to the 
bottom of the canyon near Glacial Boulder.  After walking through a 
lodgepole pine forest, turn right (N) at a junction onto the Howard Eaton 
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Trail.  At 2.6 miles stay right at the junction with the Mt. Washburn Trail 
and continue through the trees.  In another half mile, the steep descent to the 
Yellowstone River begins, with 7-Mile Hole at the bottom of the canyon.  
The confluence of Sulphur Creek and the Yellowstone is a good place for 
lunch before beginning the steep ascent.   For an additional side trip, turn 
right on your way back at the Mt. Washburn Trail junction for 1.5 miles to 
Washburn Hot Springs, a collection of highly acidic mud pots.   

Rating: Moderate/diff icult Hiking distance: 10 to 13 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: 1350 feet Est. driving distance: 132 miles (RT) 
 

Difficult Hikes  

*10. Avalanche Lake 
From camp, turn right, drive E ¾ mile, then turn left (N) on Beaver Creek 
Road for 3.25 miles.  TH on the left. 

This strenuous hike in the Gallatin National Forest drops down from the 
trailhead to cross Beaver Creek, then climbs steadily to Avalanche Lake.  
The trail is well-maintained, but crosses several streams, so a walking stick 
would be advantageous.  At 3.5 miles, continue uphill to the right.  A grassy 
flat meadow further along the trail on the left could serve as a lunch spot. 
Continue on the trail for another 0.8 miles to spectacular Avalanche Lake, 
surrounded by cliffs and avalanche debris on three sides. 

 

Rating: Moderate/difficult Hiking distance: 9.6 miles (RT) 
Elevation gain: 2130 feet  Est. driving distance: 6 miles (RT)  


