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Across the Southern Tier  

by Lynda Christianson 

 

 

 

M 
Y FRIEND JACKIE AND I so enjoyed our bike trip across the northern USA 
two years ago that it seemed natural we would ride the Southern Tier.  We 

purchased the excellent set of maps from Adventure Cycling, which lay out the route 
using as many back roads as possible.  They contain a wealth of information as to 

distances between towns, services found in the towns as well as between.   Im-
portantly, if a section has limited services, such as food and water, that is also speci-

fied.  There is also information as to the terrain to expect.    

     In a rented van we drove ourselves and stuff to San Diego, the official start of the 

route.  Our training was limited by the early spring departure, but avoiding heat was 
our motivation to start in March.   During the winter, we planned a tentative sched-

ule and we found we pretty much stuck to it.  Decisions were made based on miles 

between towns and services, as some have motels, some have campgrounds, some 
have neither.  And there are surprises such as Hatch, NM, chili capital of the USA, 
so they say, where there was no campground and the only motel was out of business.  
Happily we were permitted to camp on the lawn of a church, even had a lovely 

shower in the parish office.  We ate at Sparkyôs, where the food is well flavored with 
chilies and it took two excellent chocolate milkshakes to cool Jackieôs mouth follow-

ing her chili burger. 

 Average miles per day varied from 40-90, depending on terrain.   Our hardest day 

was riding in New Mexico, spectacularly beautiful through mountains, but the route 
profile seemed to suggest we would óonlyô climb about 2,500 ft. so we planned a 
90+ mile day, only to find we climbed 4,600 ft.   It is rumored that the south is flat 

after the hill country of Texas, but it is my opinion that Adventure Cycling maps 

should be titled Hills-R-Us, ócause they find them! 

 What was the best part of the trip?  I have no answer for that question.  Loved 
meeting people from east to west.  Heard Patois French in a caf® in a small Louisi-

ana town. Enjoyed fields of hay/rice/crawfish traps/trees/guessing what was being 

(Continued on page 5) 

Membership  
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OBSIDIANS , INC  

P.O. Box 322, Eugene, OR  97440 
Website:  www.obsidians.org  

 

Board of Directors  

Jim Pierce, President  
Lana Lindstrom, Vice President  
Kathy Hoeg, Secretary  
Stewart Hoeg, Treasurer  

Wayne Deeter, Lyn Gilman-Garrick, 
Larry Huff, Verna Kocken, & Elle Weaver 

 

Board meetings are held at 6 pm the first 
Wednesday of each month, except October 
when it is the Wednesday after the Annual 

Meeting, and no meeting in August. 
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Byways-By-Bus ...................... Liz Reanier 
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Concessions................ Lyn Gilman-Garrick 
Conservation/SciEd ... Pat Bitner/Joella Ewing 
Entertainment ............... Laurie Funkhouser 
Extended Trips ........................Jim Duncan 
Finance ................................ Stewart Hoeg 
Librarian/Historian .......Lenore McManigal 
Lodge Building .....................  Doug Nelson 
Lodge Grounds .................... John Jacobsen 
Membership ........................... Barb Revere 
Online ................................. Wayne Deeter 
Publications ........................... Joanne Ledet 
Publicity ................................. Elle Weaver 
Safety ........................................ Jim Pierce 
Summer Camp .................. Lana Lindstrom 
Summer Trips . Brian Hamilton/Scott Hovis 
Trail Maintenance ....................... Matt Bell 
Winter Trips .................. Tom Musselwhite 
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Editorial Team  
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det, Beth Roy and Ethel Weltman 
Copy Editors -  Beth Roy & Ethel Weltman  
Graphics, Design & Desktop  Publishing -     
Stewart Hoeg & John Jacobsen 

OBITUARIES 

Jim Ritchie 
1925-2010 

J AMES óJIMô RITCHIE OF EUGENE died August 1 of Parkinsonĭs dis-

ease at age 85.  No service is planned.  
He was born May 18, 1925, in Detroit 
to James and Ethel Cutler Ritchie. He 

married Louise Christensen in Decem-
ber 1945 in Berkeley, Calif. He later 
married Sharon Allen in May 1971 in 
Carmel, Calif.  He served in the Navy 

from 1943 to 1946. He received a 
bachelorôs degree in business admin-
istration from the University of Califor-

nia at Berkeley and worked in the aero-

space industry for more than 30 years. 

Survivors include his wife; a son, 

John Ritchie of Twin Falls, Idaho; two 
stepsons, Michael Smith of Bay City 

and Jeffrey Clark of Beaverton; a step-
daughter, Sheri Melanson of Socorro, 
N.M.; and five grandchildren. A son, 
James Ritchie, died in 2004. Jim was a 

member of the Obsidians for several 
years and attended summer camp in the 
Tetons in 1992 when his wife, Sharon, 

was Obsidians President. 

Editor's Note:  Sharon Ritchie is in 

Riverbend Hospital due to head injuries 
suffered during a bicycle accident in 
mid-August.   Only family and close 

friends are visiting at this time.  

Larry Cash 
1915-2010 

A  MEMORIAL SERVICE was held July 31, at the First United Meth-

odist Church in Eugene for Marion 
Lawrence óLarryô Cash of Eugene, who 
died July 25 of age-related causes. He 

was 94. He was born Oct. 11, 1915 in 
Bristol, VA., to John and Martha Head 
Cash. He married Zlotta óZottyô Risley 
on Sept. 15, 1942, in Oxnard, Calif. 

She died April 9, 2010. 

He served in the Navy as an electri-

cian from 1935 to 1939 and from 1942 
to 1945 with the 16th Seabees in the 
South Pacific. He retired from Pacific 

Northwest Bell after 31 years. Three 

sons and two daughters survive him. 

Larry was an Obsidian member 
from 1974 to about 1986, climbing 
three mountains and doing 14 hikes. He 
became involved with the Pacific Crest 

Trail Association in 1970 and was their 
president from 1986-1993.  He was 
instrumental in ensuring that the PCTôs 

end points were marked with monu-
ments.  He received the PCTA Lifetime 
Achievement Award in 1997. Larry 

donated one of his awards, a PCT sign, 
to the lodge where it is now displayed. 
Remembrances can be made to Pacific 

Crest Trail Association in Sacramento. 

CHORD, ROBERTA (Active) 

PO Box 417, Dexter, OR 97431 

541-729-4605 frogqueen8@yahoo.com 

CICHY, JULIANA (Active) 

592 Fenster St, Eugene, OR 97401 

541-349-9170  julson30hotmail.com 

HANSEN, MARCI (Active) 

2917 Powderhorn St., Eugene 97408 

360-852-2041  mhextreme@yahoo.com 

HARPHAM, CHUCK (Active) 

PO Box 7156, Eugene, OR 97401 

541-357-9530 charpham@charpham.net 

LENTFER, TORI (Active) 

1344 Lawrence St Apt 5, Eugene 97401 

541-852-6535  tslentfer@hotmail.com 

MCGUINNESS, RICHARD (Active) 

2865 Spring Blvd, Eugene, OR 97403 

541-485-8770 g omcguri@gmail.com 

MEACHAM, LYNN (Active) 

3145 Onyx St, Eugene, OR 97405 

541-342-3308 lmeacham@uoregon.edu 

OPINCAR, LOVE (Active) 

1627 W Main St, Cottage Grove 97424 

541-942-6864  l.opincar@hotmail.com 

RATHAKETTE, NOY (Active) 
2896 Ferry St, Eugene, OR 97405 

541-3443-7276 prapim1@hotmail.com 

ROBERTSON, SHELLIE (Active) 

1550 Walnut St, Eugene, OR 97403 

541-687-6584 shellie.robertson@comcast.net 

SWEGLES, ERIC (Active) 

2948 Sorrel Way, Eugene, OR 97401 

541-636-3878  eswegles@yahoo.com 

Welcome! 

http://www.obsidians.org/
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mailto:mhextreme@yahoo.com
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mailto:tslentfer@hotmail.com
mailto:gomcguri@gmail.com
mailto:lmeacham@uoregon.edu
mailto:l.opincar@hotmail.com
mailto:prapim1@hotmail.com
mailto:shellie.robertson@comcast.net
mailto:eswegles@yahoo.com
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Constitutional Change  

A  PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL 
change has been submitted by the 

five active Obsidian members noted be-
low that will provide guidelines for exe-
cuting and signing of Obsidian contracts.  

The change is as follows: 

Delete the following sentence from 
Constitution Article IV, Section 2.  

Officers: 

The President and Secretary shall exe-
cute deeds and other instruments on 

behalf of the Club when authorized to 

do so by the Board. 

Add new Article VI of the Constitu-

tion and bump remaining articles up: 

ARTICLE VI - LEGAL CON-

TRACTS  

All contracts, deeds, waivers and other 
instruments executed on behalf of the 
club with an outside entity shall be pre-
approved by the Board of Directors 

and signed by an officer of the Board of 
Directors.   However the Board of Di-
rectors may assign the execution and/

or signing of the above instruments to 
appropriate Committees for ongoing 
and normal functions of those Commit-

tees as noted in the Bylaws.  If a con-
tract, deed, waiver and other instru-
ment is executed that results in a finan-

cial obligation to the club, Article VII ï

Finances below, may apply to the debt. 

Please consider voting to adopt these 
changes to the Constitution at the Obsid-

ian Annual Meeting,. 

Submitted by: Jim Duncan, Marshall 

Kandell, John McManigal, Janet Jacob-

sen and John Jacobsen 

T 
HE OBSIDIAN ANNUAL MEET-

ING will be held Friday, Octo-

ber 8, refreshments at 6:30, meet-
ing at 7:00 pm, at the Lodge.  The 

meeting will include state of the 
club reports, committee reports, 
voting for new board members, 

approval of Honorary Membership 
(see column left), vote on a consti-
tutional change (see column right) 

and other business that may come 
before the membership.  All Obsid-
ians and guests are encouraged to 

attend. 

Note: There will be no potluck pri-

or to the annual meeting but light 

refreshments will be served.     

Awards 

 Climb, trip and leader awards 
will be presented. To find your ac-

tivity totals through 2009, check 
the trip and leader logs on our web-
site in members only.  If you think 

you have earned an award contact 

one of the following people. 

    Lenore McManigal 

345-2036 mcmanigal5091@comcast.net  

    Janet Jacobsen 

343-8030 jjacobsen@comcast.net 

    Larry Huff 

868-5391 astrovan88@hotmail.com 

2010 Obsidian Annual Meeting  

Honorary Membership  
By Janet Jacobsen 

R 
AY JENSEN, BUS TRIP GURU, has 
been nominated for an Obsidian 

honorary membership. His name is 
synonymous with bus trips. He has 
promoted the objects of our club by 

exploring out of the way places and 
then sharing enthusiasm on his well 
organized bus trips.  He has led and/or 

co-led trips to Newberg, Polk County, 
London, Florence & Paris (OR), 
Olympic Peninsula, Trinity Alps, John 
Day Fossil Beds & Eastern Oregon 

Back Roads, Idaho and Montana, Ea-
gles & More, Applegate Homestead, 

Palouse Country and the Snake River, 

Western Montana: Lewis & Clark 
Trail, and Oregon Caves. It would be 
interesting to know how many people 

have gone on Ray's bus trips. 

 The nomination, made by Janet 
Jacobsen at the June board meeting, 

was signed by 17 members including 
ten Obsidian Presidents. Eligibility for 
honorary membership, according to 

the club constitution, is reserved for, 
ñPersons who have rendered distin-
guished services to the club or are emi-
nent for achievements in exploration, 

science or art.ò  

 Ray went on his first bus trip in 
1990.   He served on the Board of Di-

rectors, chaired the Trail Maintenance 
Committee in 1993 and chaired the 
Bus Committee for many years.   He 

received his 200 trip patch that includ-
ed not only bus trips but hikes, sum-
mer camps and trail maintenance.  Last 

year he received his 100 leader patch.   

 Ray is a team player involving 
many people in Obsidian activities. 
Lenore McManigal said, ñRay does a 

very good job, scouting out all the trips 
he leads in advance. He is known for 
his passion for scouting for interesting 

details for his bus trips. Rayôs most 
memorable bus trip was the overnight 
boat trip up the Snake River to a wil-

derness lodge.ò 

 Liz Reanier wrote, ñDuring his ten-

ure as Bus chair he has respected tradi-

tions, but has made major strides to 

modernize our schedule of trips, raised 
our ridership, been a great mentor of 

others wanting to lead trips, varied the 
activities we share and realized the 
need to market our trips because sever-
al other groups in the area also provide 

trips.  I can assure you once one goes 
on ours, you know they are the best.  I 
think Ray does the equivalent of three 

hikes to our one because he is always 
checking up on the least experienced 

hikers (even when he has a sweep).ò  

 Ray is clearly qualified as a person 
who has ñrendered distinguished ser-
vices to the Clubò as required for nom-

ination as an Honorary Member in the 

Obsidians.  Ray will be leading his 
100th bus trip on Wednesday, October 
20 to the Foothills of the Coast Range 

and Independence.  Highlights of this 
trip include Fort Hoskins Interpretive 
Center, Ritner Creek Covered Bridge, 
and Heritage Museum in Independ-

ence. Itôs not too late to sign up. 

mailto:mcmanigal5091@comcast.net
mailto:jjacobsen@comcast.net
mailto:astrovan88@hotmail.com
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Meet the Committee Chairs: 

Larry Huff, Climbs Chair  

H 
I, MY NAME IS LARRY HUFF and Iôm the current chair of the Obsidians Climbs 
Committee and participate as well on the Obsidians Board of Directors. I became 

a member of the club in 1997 and first participated in club activities in 1995.  

     I am a lifelong resident of the Eugene/Springfield area and grew up near Mt. Pisgah off 

of Seavey Loop Road. I first became interested in backcountry pursuits during my forma-
tive teen years while attending Outdoor Adventure courses with the Opportunity Center 

High School located in South Eugene in the late 70ôs and early 80ôs. 

     My first outing with the Obsidians was a hike to Waldo Mountain Lookout with Marc 

Henson. It was such a perfect day, plenty of wildflowers in bloom, great views of the 
Three Sisters and Waldo Lake.  I was easily taken in by the beauty, remoteness and good 
hiking companions.  I remember thinking to myself, ñWhat took me so long to discover 

the Obsidians, a club that has activities 52 weekends a year? Wow!ò  I proceeded to at-

tend as many hikes as possible and finally signed up for my first climb.  

     That first climb was in late summer of 1996 with John Pegg, on the South Sister. I so 
thoroughly enjoyed myself that I talked my way on to a couple more climbs before I was 

strongly encouraged to take the Obsidians Spring Climb School.  Except for a few years 

when I became distracted by life, I have been consistently involved with the Obsidians 
Climbs Committee and have chaired that position since 2006. Iôm also a member of the 

Willamette Backcountry Ski Patrol and Eugene Mountain Rescue. 

 Iôm currently enrolled in a college occupational program at LCC and have been fortunate to have a supportive committee as 

well as other club members to pick up the slack while I retrain for a job with a public utility or government agency as a water 

efficiency technician. 

 

Doug Nelson, Lodge Building Chair  

I 
 SETTLED IN EUGENE IN 1976. I was an avid hiker and backpacker, but did not 
get involved with the Obsidians until 1994. I contacted the club because I wanted 
to learn mountaineering; and my first Obsidians outing was a (successful) climb 

of the North Sister. I have been happily engaged with the club ever since. 

 While I enjoy a variety of Obsidians activities, my primary interest is still climbing. 
I have attended two summer camps and served on several committees including Trails, 
Youth and Grounds and have served on/chaired Climbs, Safety and Lodge Building. I 

have assisted with the annual climb school in some fashion every year since 1996. I 

served on the Board from 1999-2004 and was President in 2003 and 2004. 

 I have gotten many benefits from being an Obsidian. The experienced climbers I met 
taught me how to climb as safely as possible and opened up the high places to me. The 

club introduced me to many fine people and good friends who have enriched my life. 

 My proudest accomplishment with the club was the achievement of the ó10 Peaks 

Leaderô award. 

 Besides hiking, biking and climbing with the club, I enjoy vegetable gardening and 
working with the ornamental and fruit trees in the yard. My wife and I enjoy walking 
our dog on the beach or in the woods and trying to put names to the wildflowers that 

we see. We also enjoy riding our motorcycle together. 

 I have made my living as a truck driver and spend my days collecting recycling in 

Springfield. Retirement is still a few years off, but I am looking forward to the day. 
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planted.  Wildflowers were spectacular as many states had 

had more than average rainfall this winter --  hillsides ablaze 
with California poppies, the Interstate Highways (yes, we 
had several stretches of Interstate to ride, not that bad once 
you get used to the traffic noise) lined with brilliant chrome 

yellow brittle bush, Texas hill country bluebonnets (actually 
lupines) and paintbrush.  Enjoyed historic towns with well 
loved homes and gardens.  Fit in a brief car tour of New Or-

leans along with a couple from the Netherlands we had met.  

 May 15th we arrived in the historic city of St. Augustine, 

Florida, a bittersweet ending to a fabulous trip.  Happy to 

have arrived, sorry to have arrived.  Amazed at the beauty of 
St. Augustine under a warm, blue sky against the old fort and 
the bay.  Sad saying goodbye to Jackie as she headed for 

Jacksonville airport and home, and me to stay a few days in 

Florida with my brother. 

 I would recommend these rides to anyone who enjoys be-
ing on a bike.  Iôm 66, and a good percentage of riders we 
met were about my age, as we have both the time and the 

money for a venture which took us 57 days, about average 
for the 3,100 miles of the southern route.  It took us 12 weeks 
to ride the 4,400 miles of the northern route.  Our country is 

interesting, beautiful, big and worth the time to bicycle it. 

Across the Southern Tier  
(Continued from page 1) 

Obsidian Board Nominees - 2010  

 

Nancy Whitfield  
 

I 
 GREW UP IN A SMALL Oregon 

town. I have always felt grateful 
for roots in this beautiful state 

where there are so many outdoor op-

portunities. Coming together with the 
Obsidians has been a natural, because 
the common denominator of the group 

is a shared love of the outdoors. The 
Obsidians is a great group with a rich 

history. 

 I have been on the Summer Camp 
Committee for a couple of years. The 
intricacy and amount of energy it takes 

to put on a camp has been an amazing 
process to participate in and observe. 
The quality and dedication of the Ob-

sidians volunteers is awesome. 

 Always one to be led by curiosity, I 

am intrigued by what makes a group 
successfully exist for so many years. I 
view serving on the board as an oppor-

tunity to participate in this process.  

 

Matt Bell  
 

I 
 HAVE BEEN A MEMBER OF THE 

OBSIDIANS since 2007 and the 
Trail Maintenance chairperson for 

this year.  I still remember my first hike 
with the Obsidians.  It was to Battle 

Axe.  Since that time Iôve participated 
in a variety of club activities.  One of 
the most rewarding, though not an out 

door activity, has been attending and 
participating in the monthly board 

meetings. 

 I am honored to be nominated for a 

position on the Obsidians Board of Di-
rectors. 

 

John Jacobsen  
 

I 
 STARTED CLIMBING WITH THE 

OBSIDIANS when I first arrived in 
Eugene in 1982. Soon I joined the 

Climbs Committee and the Summer 

Camp Committee, and in the fall of 
1985 I was elected to the Obsidian 
Board of Directors.  Over the ensuing 

years I have been involved in many 
committees, chairing a number of them.  
Currently I am on the Online, Lodge 
Building, Publications and Publicity 

Committees; and I chair the Grounds 
Committee.  I previously served 12 
years (4 terms) on the Obsidians Board 

and was elected to the board presidency 

three times. 

 As an Obsidians member, I have par-
ticipated in all the activities the club 

has to offer and continue to do so both 
as a participant and as a trip leader.  As 
always, I would consider it an honor to 

serve on the Board of Directors  
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BOARD NOTES  BOARD NOTES  

September 2010 

By Kathy Hoeg, Secretary 
 
President Jim Pierce called the meeting 

to order.  Board members present:  Lana 

Lindstrom, Wayne Deeter, Stewart Hoeg, 

Verna Kocken, Larry Huff, Elle Weaver, 

Lyn Gilman-Garrick, and Kathy Hoeg. 

Also present: Matt Bell, Pat Bitner, Jim 

Duncan, Laurie Funkhouser, Brian Ham-

ilton, Scott Hovis, Jan Jacobsen, John 

Jacobsen, Doug Nelson, Barb Revere. 

Treasurerôs Report: Stewart Hoeg re-

viewed finances. The Board approved 
bills: 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Summer Trips (Scott Hovis and Brian 

Hamilton):  36 trips reported.  185 mem-

bers: $160.00;  132 nonmembers: $233. 

Brian presented the Summer Trips com-

mitteeôs, positions, responsibilities, pro-

cedures, and annual schedule.  

Winter Trips (Tom Musselwhite):  The 

Winter Trips Committee is being formed. 

Outreach to Trip Leaders will begin by 

mid-September with a preliminary sched-

ule prepared by the third week of Octo-

ber.  

Climbs (Larry Huff): Members 24;  

Nonmembers 11;  Member $90.00;  Non-

member $163.00;  Total fees $253.00. 

Trail Maintenance (Matthew Bell):  
There was one Trail Maintenance outing 

each month. Total Participants: 16 total; 

8 members; 8 non-members. 

By-Ways-By-Bus (Liz Reanier):  The 

August bus trip was a 5-day trek to Harri-

son Hot Springs.  18 people participated. 

Summer Camp (Lana Lindstrom):  
Committee met on August 30 to discuss 

possible sites for the 2011 Camp. We 

narrowed down the options and have a bit 

more scouting to do before we're ready to 

announce the location. 

Extended Trips (Jim Duncan):  Lana 

led a very successful camping trip to the 

Olympic Peninsula in July. 

Conservation, Science, & Education 

(Pat Bitner & Joella Ewing):  Septem-

ber is a busy month for this committee's 

activities with 3 events  planned. 

Publication (Joanne Ledet):  The entire 

membership will receive a September 

Bulletin so that all will receive a mem-

bership renewal form. 

Membership (Barb Revere): Currently 

493 members: 440 Active, 25 Associate, 

2 Honorary, 8 Junior, 18 Life. Barb pre-

sented 11 new membership applications. 

Publicity (Elle Weaver):  The commit-

tee would like to thank Janet Jacobsen for 

all the publicity she has done through the 

Get Acquainted Hikes. Our booth at the 

Eugene Celebration was a success. The 

Board approved printing 2,500 more bro-

chures. The Board also approved reim-

bursing Elle for the $40 expense of a new 

banner for the booth. 

Concessions (Lyn Gilman-Garrick):  
It's been a quiet couple of months for the 

Concessions Committee. We had three 
backorders come in from ID by Sew On. 

Sharon took a few items on the Sequim 

extended trip but sold only a few items 

for approximately $30. We plan on set-

ting up our table at the next pot luck. 

Hopefully, our sales will pick up then. 

Online (Wayne Deeter):  Online Mem-

ber Directory now includes both phone 

numbers and email addresses.  Online 

Signup -- Online signup has made sub-

stantial progress over late summer. The 

Online Committee hopes to bring the 

online trips registration system online in 

November. 

Library/Historian (Lenore McMani-

gal):  All of the trip reports - hikes, 

climbs, bus reports, and trail maintenance 

- which I found by Monday night, Aug, 

30, have been recorded. 

Lodge Grounds (John Jacobsen):  Fir 

Removal/Oak Restoration Project - sev-

eral more firs down, bucked and split.  

Safety (Jim Pierce):  Mulling over draft 

three of the revised Safety Manual. The 

First Aid Class is set for November 1, 8, 

and 15.  

OLD BUSINESS 

Matthew Bell reported EWEB will put 

gravel on the level section of the path and 

allow volunteers to construct and gravel 

the trail-bed and switchbacks. 

Jim Duncan reported that the mason, 

Scott Wylie, will construct a backing to 

allow installation of the plaque on the 

wall near the Dallas Cole mural. This 

will happen soon, and Scottôs services 
will not be expensive. 

NEW BUSINESS 

At the Annual Meeting, a Constitutional 

amendment will be presented. Committee 

chairs will present their committeesô ac-

tivities year-to-date. 

Jim Pierce reported that the Safety Com-

mittee has considered how to handle Inci-
dent Reports. They expect most incidents 

to only be discussed within the commit-

tee. Discussions of censures are to be 

discussed by the Board, but not in an 

open meeting. The only public notice will 

be the Restricted List. The committee 

believes that the people involved in an 

incident should always be informed at the 

time of the incident. Jim clarified that an 

incident is behavior that affects the safety 

of the group and which is not self-

regulated by the person involved. 

Honorary Membership was discussed. It 

was noted that only one such member-

ship is allowed each year. Jan Jacobsen 

and Jim Pierce will look at the Constitu-

tion and consider the nomination process 

and the qualifications needed to receive 

Honorary Membership. 

Jan Jacobsen proposed that an additional 

qualification for the Compleat Obsidian 

award. The Board will discuss these pro-

posals at a future meeting. 

Jim Pierce reported that a small group of 

people from Dallas Coleôs retirement 

center will visit Eugene on October 28 to 

see Dallasô murals. 

Jan Jacobsen asked for volunteers to join 

the two Get Acquainted Hikes this Friday 

(5:30) and Saturday (9:00) so that there 

will be enough members to answer the 

hike participantsô questions. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Stewart Hoeg said that he will soon be 

sending to each committee chair the in-

formation needed to prepare budget num-

bers for 2011. 

Lyn Gilman-Garrick told the group of the 

status of Sharon Ritchie since her bicycle 

accident. 

Jim Duncan told the group that Beth Ko-

dama died on August 27.  

Lenore and John McManigal would like 

to receive RSVPs for their anniversary 

celebration at 2:00 on September 18. 
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TRIP REPORTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES  

 

 
 

 

Opal Creek 
June 19, 2010 
Leader: Jennifer Barnes 
7.2 miles, 300 ft. (Easy) 
 

T 
EN EAGER HIKERS LEFT EUGENE UNDER cloudy skies.  

The 207-mile round trip drive was long but well worth it.  

At the trailhead, over 30 cars were parked and we all wondered 

how many people were actually hiking.  Come to ýnd out, the 

Opal Creek Research Center was having an educational over-

nighter at Jawbone Flats.  As we started out, shuttle vans were 
bringing out all the participants.  The weather cleared up some-

what, and the hike was pleasant.  Opal Creek was quite full and 

the waterfalls were stunning to see. We ate lunch overlooking 

Opal Pool and enjoyed the sound of the falls. After exploring 

Jawbone Flats, we headed back down to the parking lot, in antic-

ipation of pie and ice cream! The three vehicles and ten hungry 

hikers stopped at The Chalet Cafe for homemade milkshakes, 

pie, ice cream, hot chocolate and coffee. A good time was had 

by all.  Members: Jennifer Barnes, Daniele Delaby, Pat Esch, 

Karla Rusow, and Suzanne Steussy, Nonmembers: Leslie 

Grayner, Chuck Harpham, Richie Haslag, Jim Whitýeld, and 

Joanne Whitýeld. 

 

Mt. Pisgah Sunrise/Moonset 
June 26, 2010 
Leader: Royal Murdock 
3 miles, 1,000 ft. (Easy) 
 

SUNRISE ON PISGAH COMES VERY EARLY in late June. You 

have to get up about 4 am to be on top to see it. However, when 

I met Sarah Praskieviez at Amazon and we saw the shadow of 

our Earth covering about a third of the visible full moon, I 

thought this is worth the alarm setting. Then for the rest of the 

morning, we had total cloud cover and the waking songs of the 

early morning birds. It was still worth the alarm. Members: Roy-

al Murdock and Sarah Praskieviez. 

 

Lawler Trail 
June 27, 2010 
Leader: Rob Castleberry 
14 miles, 3,000 ft. (Difficult) 
 

AN INITIAL CLIMB THROUGH THE WOODS brought us up to the 

ridgetop with views to the left past Oakridge to those familiar 

snowy peaks. Soon, to the right, a distant Mt. Pisgah emerged 

from the valley haze. Ma Nature was doing her florid Spring 

Fling in the rocky meadows with pinks, blues, and whites. We 

came nowhere near scratching all the cat's ears. Lots of big trees 
along the trail escaped past logging binges. Our three energizer 

bunnies charged up the mountain, politely stopping for Grey 

Beard and Silver Mane who huffed and puffed to catch up. After 

lunch at Lone Wolf shelter, the compulsively energetic cajoled 

us into continuing to the top of Patterson Mountain. That extra 

jaunt, well worth the effort, brought the total hike mileage to 14 
miles. (A note regarding trail etiquette: suggesting a fellow hiker 

resembles a sasquatch may be misunderstood!) It was downhill 

from there, another 1,500 feet, and a short drive back to town for 

members Mari Baldwin, Sean Breslin, Daphne James, Rob Cas-

tleberry (leader) and nonmember Karen Rayle. 
 

Clear Lake 
June 27, 2010 
Leader: Daniele Delaby 
7.5 miles, 200 ft. (Moderate) 
 

SIX HIKERS MET AT CAMPBELL CENTER avoiding South Eu-
gene High School for obvious reasons. We left in two cars and 

enjoyed a quiet drive to the Old Santiam Wagon Road parking 

area, about one mile east of the Clear Lake access road. We had 

a very relaxing hike taking the time to enjoy the perfect weather 

conditions. It was sunny and warm but comfortable even in the 

open areas. On that Sunday morning everything looked fresh and 

clean and the lake was sparkling with a background of snowy 

mountains. The area around the lodge was too busy for our taste 

and we did not linger. We even saw among the tourists a group 

of scuba divers (brr...). Participants were all members: Jane Al-

len, Daniele Delaby, Yuan Hopkins, Barbara Schomaker, Su-

zanne Steussy and Michelle Tambellini. 
 

Iron Mountain 
June 30, 2010 
Leader: Marianne Camp 

8 miles, 1,600 ft. (Moderate) 
 

IRON MOUNTAIN IS A REAL TREAT TO HIKE during this time of 

the year. The weather was pleasant, sunny with a cool tempera-

ture, allowing for a comfortable outdoor experience. We were 

treated to fields of wildflowers as well as a spectacular view of 

the surrounding snow-covered mountains. This was my first 

time up to enjoy the new deck that was built last year. What a 

perfect lunch spot to rest up and enjoy the views. I felt so fortu-

nate to share a wonderful day with such a great group of hikers.  

Members: Dan Bates, Bill Buskirk, Marianne Camp and Lamon-

te Smith.  Nonmembers: Kay Cosby and Love Opincar. 
 

Horsepasture Mountain 
July 1, 2010 
Leader: Lynn Gilman-Garrick 
2.8 miles, 910 ft. (Easy) 
 

ON THURSDAY, JULY 1ST, six of us hiked up Horsepasture 

Mountain just outside of Oakridge. It was a lovely day for a 

hike, not too hot or cold and partly sunny. The trail switchbacks 

up through meadows with beautiful views of the rolling hills of 

the McKenzie River drainage and Ollalie Ridge. Unfortunately, 

we were a couple of weeks too early for the meadow wildflow-

ers. However, we enjoyed oohing and aahing over the intricate 

whorls of the hellebore and listening to the sounds of our steps 

Hikes 
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as we swooshed through the blades of the bear grass that draped 

over the trail. At the top of the mountain, we were richly reward-

ed with the vibrant reds of Indian paintbrush and lots of other 

wildflowers and amazing views of the Cascade Range. Just like 

countless hikers before us, we spent a lot of time trying to name 
the peaks, no one really caring if we got them right. It was just 

fun to guess.  Members: Barbara Bruns, Walt Dolliver, Joella 

Ewing, Lynn Gilman-Garrick and John Moser; nonmembers: 

Not Rathaketten. 

 

Bunchgrass Ridge 
July 10, 2010 
Leader & Photo Chris Stockdale 
10.5 miles, 1,000 ft. (Difficult) 
 

 

Jim and Sarah on Bunchgrass 
 

EXTENSIVE VIEWS OF THE CASCADE PEAKS along with myriad 

wildflowers of many varieties were the reward for the four Ob-

sidians who ventured along Bunchgrass Ridge on a hot July day. 

A few pesky mosquitoes greeted us as we began our hike but 

disappeared in the heat of the day, with the aid of a pleasant 

breeze. This trail, part of the Eugene to PCT, is little used but the 

Forest Service had been ahead of us out there and, thankfully, 

had cleared the numerous trees that had fallen over the trail. 

Quite an extensive part of the hike treks through the old Warner 

Creek burn area, so many of the dead trees come down during 

the winter storms. To gain the anticipated lunch spot, the hikers 
had to climb a steep series of switchbacks but were treated to a 

grassy, shady area with close-up views of Diamond Peak and 

Mt. Bailey in the distance. Group consensus was that we had 

hiked far enough and it was time to head back. We then treated 

ourselves to well-earned root beer floats at the A&W in Oa-

kridge. Members Jim Clarkson, Dan Christensen and Sarah 

Praskievicz joined leader Chris Stockdale on this trip. 

 

Jones Trail 
July 11, 2010 
Leader: Larry Dunlap   Photo:  Darko Sojak 
8 miles, 2,000 ft. (Moderate) 
 

THE JONES TRAIL IS RARELY HIKED but was cleared earlier 

this year by Willamette Forest volunteers who removed multiple 

downed trees and introduced this hearty climb to the trip leader. 

The initial challenge is finding the trailhead which involves tak-

ing the Fall Creek Trail from the east end of Bedrock 

Campground up about a quarter-mile of switchbacks to the 

hillside start of Jones Trail. The climbing continues, steeply at 

first, for a total vertical climb of 2,000 feet while gaining about 
six miles horizontally. Three Obsidians and one guest had been 

promised only half this vertical gain according to the sign-up 

sheet. They also added two miles along Fall Creek before the 

hike actually began to bring their total sweaty mileage on this 

85+ degree day to eight big ones. Still the views were great and 

the flowers persistent. Bear scat was found but not the depositor. 

Enthusiastic and well exercised hikers included members Peter 

Graham, Darko Sojak, Paul Flashenberg, Larry Dunlap and po-

tential member Cynthia Kuest. 
 

Lookout Creek 
July 11, 2010  
Leaders: Anne Hollander and Sandra Larson 
6 miles, 1,400 ft. (Moderate) 
 

IT WAS THE PERFECT OREGON SUMMER DAY, warm with shim-

mering sunshine and bright blue skies with occasional high-flying 

white clouds. Above Blue River is the Andrews Experimental For-

est, a large, very beautiful intact old-growth forest thanks to the 

protection of its óexperimentalô designation.  Our group of four 

started off at the lower trailhead, where the trail begins by descend-

ing to a crossing of Lookout Creek. On the path on the way down, 

Flowers, Cynthia and Paul along the Jones Trail 
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we saw several nurse logs, fallen Douglas fir giants whose trunks 

have provided soil and nourishment for many seedlings of new 

Doug firs and other forest denizens. These new trees are growing 

up into healthy youngsters. After crossing the creek, the trail climbs 

by switchback through giant Doug firs and western red cedars, as 

well as many yew trees, a species of tree which was heavily logged 

out of most unprotected northwest forests for medical uses a couple 

of decades ago. It is good to see them growing here. The trail reach-
es a ridge where, in spite of being still surrounded by enormous 

trees, we often had views of the ridges across the valley and the sky 

beyond, so there was a feeling of openness - a nice quality in a for-

est hike. At this point of the hike, the forest was filled with rhodo-

dendrons, some still blooming, red huckleberry bushes, and a 

groundcover called bunchberry dogwood, which has a flower re-

sembling the tree dogwood.  We proceeded at a leisurely pace, en-

joying the surroundings and the company. At our lunch break, we 

each shared a poem or prose passage which related to the forest or 

nature. We heard a classic by Robert Frost, a passage by Annie 

Dillard, and two more modern and unknown poets.  After lunch, the 

trail came to many creek crossings, and we found ourselves careful-
ly avoiding the claws of the prolific devil's club plant, an impressive 

dweller of wet places. Some of the creeks had rocks to balance on, 

some had rocks to hop, and one had a lovely little bridge over a 

possible dipping spot where we sat for a break, and got our heads 

wet to cool down.  The trail comes out on the road again, and we 

had the option of going back through the forest, or walking down 

the road to our cars, and we all agreed to take the easy way down 

the road. This route also had its pleasant surprises.  As our co-leader 

Sandra Larson said, ñThis is a lovely hike in an old-growth forest, 

and was surprisingly cool for such a warm day.ò   The four thor-

oughly enjoying hikers, all members, were co-leaders Anne Hol-
lander and Sandra Larson, and LaRee Beckley and Chuck Eyers. 
 

Road End 
July 12, 2010 
Leader: Paul & Barbara Beard 
2.5 miles, 40 ft. (Easy) 
 

NINETEEN EARLY HIKERS left the Road End State Park at 6:15 
Monday morning to hike the 1.5-mile beach to the rocky point of 

the Cascade Head area for the lowest tide of the year, minus 2.6 

feet.  The morning was overcast and a little windy with a calm 

ocean that made for excellent weather 

conditions for hiking. After a few rocks 

and soft sand entering the beach area, we 

were all off heading north on the very 

good hard, moist sand to examine the un-
covered sea life and rocky points of the 

area. The starfish, sea anemone, sea slugs, 

and piles of fresh seaweed were a beauti-

ful splendor of color. Many cameras got a 

very good work out.  Some areas of the 

rocky point were a little difficult to ma-

neuver since the winter and the late spring 

storms had a great amount of sand remov-

al, leaving tide pools still full of water 

about a foot deep. Some folks decided to 

wade and have wet shoes rather than to 

climb a few feet using hands and knees to 
stay dry. All in all, we made it around the 

point for some spectacular views of caves, 

tunnels, high rocky points and a beautiful 

natural area.  We returned to the State Park after an approxi-

mately three miles round trip to enjoy a brunch at the picnic ta-

bles beachside, prepared by the Beard family and served by the 

Inn at Spanish Head wait staff. This was a great walk meeting 

new friends, some as far away as Auburn, California. Member 

hikers were Barbara and Paul Beard, Barbara and Dennis Flan-

ders, and nonmembers Lynne Herndon, Mark Irving, Leslie 

Oakes, Parker Oakes, David Rose, Kathleen Rose, Sophia John-
son, Carlos, Alma and Tanya Lopez, Soledad and Kevin Cortes, 

Santos and Karla Nicdas, and Pam Young.  

 

Crescent Mountain 
July 15, 2010 
Leader: Bob Smythe 
9 miles, 2,200 ft. (Moderate) 
 

WEATHER FOR THE TRIP WAS PLEASANTLY WARM. We were 

fortunate to see a profusion of wildflowers as we passed through 
the extensive meadow below the summit ridge: beargrass was 

near its peak, and columbine, lupine, phlox, cat's ear, paintbrush, 

and scarlet gilia were all in abundant bloom.  Views from the top 

were unusually clear, with all the Cascades visible south to Dia-

mond Peak. Hikers enjoying a lovely day were members Bob 

Smythe, Stephen Brander, Dick Hildreth, and Sam Miller; non-

members included Cindy Rust, Caroline Forell, and Emily Hil-

dreth. 

 

Cowhorn Mountain 
July 17, 2010 
Leader: John Jacobsen   Photo: Chuck Harpham 
9.5 miles, 1,850 ft. (Difficult) 
 

WHAT A GORGEOUS DAY ï crystal clear skies, pleasant temper-

atures and a great group of hikers (so what if there were a few 

mosquitoes buzzing around ï a nice breeze kept them at bay 

much of the time).  We left Eugene at 7:00 am to get a jump on 

the long drive and were heading up the PCT from Windigo Pass 

by about 9:30. Within a couple of hours on the trail we arrived at 

the base of Cowhorn and left the PCT to head up Cowhorn's 
steep, exposed western ridge, through scree, over the volcanic 

dike, and on to the rock scramble to the top, reaching the summit 

about 12:30. The 360Á view of mountains from Diamond Peak, 

Rest stop along the PCT on the way to Cowhorn Mountain 




























