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 Dates to Remember  
 

Oct 20  SciEd Tuesday 

Oct 23 Pisgah/Buford Park Potluck 

Oct 24 Lodge Work Party 

Oct 31 Trail Maintenance 

Nov 4 November Board Meeting 

 
 

Complete current schedules at: 
www.obsidians.org or 

Register-Guard ï Outdoors ï Tuesday 
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Membership Dues 

Are Overdue!  
See Page 2  

Mural Installation Begins  
 

T 
HE IDEA  OF A RELIEF  MURAL  at the 
Obsidian Lodge began during a con-

versation at our Lodge renovation and ex-

pansion open house in October of 2006 
(read about early mural planning in the 
October 2007 Obsidian Bulletin).  Well, 
the discussing is done, the planning is 

done,  the sculpting is done, the firing is 
done and all of the 250-300 pieces have 
been moved to the Lodgeé and installa-

tion on our retaining wall has begun.  Dal-
las Cole, Obsidian member, past Obsidian 
Board President and professional sculptor 

Lodge Work Party  

Yõall Come!!! 

Saturday Oct 24, 9-Noon 
See Page 19 

YOU  CAN  HELP ? 

WHILE  DALLAS  IS DONATING  HER professional and artistic skills, as well as 
time, the materials and installation will cost (we estimate $4500 - $5000).  The 
funding through donations is being handled privately. We could still use some 
help meeting the necessary funding  total.  If you would like to contribute to this 

wonderful addition to the Obsidian Lodgeôs art scene, please contact John 
Jacobsen at (514) 343-8030 or  johnwjacobsen@comcast.net . Or send a donation 
check made out to John Jacobsen, 1590 E 43rd Avenue. Eugene, OR 97405. 

of the mural is in town to supervise the in-

stallation.  She and the masonry designer, 
Scott Wylie, are hard at work transforming 
our plain retaining wall in front of the Lodge 

into a beautiful piece of art.   

While we have not been able to pin down 
an exact time for the installation completion 

date (artists, you know), we would expect 

that we should have a completed master-
piece in several weeks or so.  So, we have 
something very exciting to look forward to, 

just around the corner. 
 

At top: Sketch of  the final mural design.   

Above and left:  Dallas transferring the  tile plan 

to the retaining wall. 

http://www.obsidians.org/
mailto:johnwjacobsen@comcast.net
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V 
ERNON WAS A MEMBER  of the 
Obsidians from 1986 until 

1998.  He was very active with the 
club, and led 46 of the trips and hikes 
he went on.  He was 87 at the time of 

his death.  He received his bachelor's 
and master's degrees from the Univer-
sity of Oregon.  He served in the South 
Pacific during World War II and was 

awarded the Purple Heart before leav-
ing the military as a major.  He was a 
teacher at Corvallis High School for 

seven years, and then was a college 
administrator at the University of Ore-
gon for about 25 years.  Survivors in-

clude his wife and 3 sons. 
 

 
 

Kathleen Schlenker 
 

K  
ATHLEEN  BECAME  a member of 
the Obsidians in 1992, and first 

played bridge at the club house when 

monthly bridge sessions were being 
played.  Then Kathleen participated in 
31 bus trips, the last one being to Boise 
in 2001.   At that time, health issues 

prevented her from participating in 

more bus trips.  Kathleen was born in 

Fargo, N.D. on July 16, 1910 and died 
September 11 at age 99 in Klamath 
Falls, where she moved to in 2004 to 

be closer to her family.  Kathleen 
graduated with honors from the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island in 1932 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree.  In 1964, 

she earned a Masters Degree in Library 
Science from Vanderbilt University.  In 
1965 she became project director for 

the Early Children's Awareness Pro-
gram that was the inception of Head 
Start.  Kathleen retired in 1977 and 

moved to Oregon in 1987.  In Eugene 
she enjoyed the theater, classical mu-
sic, collecting women on stamps, cook-

ing and entertaining.  Her children 

called her the "Energizer Bunny" as she 
just kept on going.  A Celebration of 
Life was held on October 11. 
 

 
 

Dorothy ñDotò Leland 

D 
OT PASSED AWAY  October 6.  
She had been an active and in-

volved Obsidian member since 1970. 

The Bulletin will have a complete 

obituary in the March issue. 

O B I T U A R I E S  

Dues Are Overdue!  
 

L  
OOK AROUND. Is that your membership re-
newal form peeking out from under that pile 

of junk mail?  (Itôs school bus-orange, so it 

should be easy to unearth.)  Dues for the 2009-
10 were due on Thursday, October 1st. Never 

fear, we in Membership are a generous bunch 
and are accepting dues through November 
30th, -without the added $5 late-fee. Please go 

hunt up the form, fill it out ï including a volunteer 
job or two, write a check to Obsidians, Inc., put it into a 

stamped envelope and mail it to: Membership, PO Box 51424 Eugene, OR 
97405. Do it right now! This is one of the best things you can do for your-

self, so why put it off? While youôre at it, consider one of our Premium 
Memberships: Platinum, Gold or Silver, by adding the appropriate extra do-
nation to the check (See the renewal form for details). Our gratitude and 

many thanks go to those who have already renewed. 

Thanks, Barb Revere and your Membership Committee 

http://www.obsidians.org/
mailto:bulletin@obsidians.org
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T 
HE THOUGHT  OF EXPLORING  a newly built hiking trail 

was enough to lure five Obsidian friends to spend Sun-
day, August 9 doing just that.  After reading that the North 

Fork of the Middle Fork of the Willamette River trail had 

been finished, after 10 years of construction, I invited others 
to join me in finding 
out what the last sec-
tion was like.  I had led 

several Obsidian hikes 
on the first five-mile 
section, starting at the 

Westfir covered bridge 
and doing an out-and-
back.  This time we did 

a car shuttle, leaving one 
vehicle at the covered 
bridge trail head and 

driving to the new pull-
out off Road 19 
(Aufderheide) between 
Forest Service roads 

1919 and 1920.  This is 
right at the Gorge, 
where the Forest Service 

has installed a useful map and trail information sign board.   

 THE TOTAL  DISTANCE  OF THIS TRAIL  is now 11.5 miles 
and includes an amazing amount of elevation gain and loss ï 
especially in the new section.  Some parts of the trail are very 

steep and after rain will be slippery, so hiking boots would be 

essential footwear.  The trail crosses two Forest Service 
roads, 1910 and 1912, so you have the option of parking a car 

at either of these trail crossings if you want a shorter hike. 

The last part of the hike, the original trail, is probably the 
most scenic as you are 
closer to the river, but 
the whole length of this 

hike is delightful.  
When we reached the 
Westfir covered bridge, 

we all agreed that this 
was the direction in 
which to hike, since the 

last few miles are flat ï 
most welcome when 
you are tired.  And tired 

we were.  Even my 
dog, Luke, had had 
enough as he plopped 
down in the shade at 

Westfir and just gave 

me that look! 

 I will be leading 

this hike (weather permitting) on November 15. 

 Joining me in this exploration were Dick Hildreth, Elle 
Weaver, Judy Ness, Sue Wolling and, of course, Luke the Dog. 

A Great, New, All -Season Trail & Close to Eugene!  

Story and Photo by Chris Stockdale 

T 
HE JAPANESE CULTURAL  CENTER and the stately 

buildings of historic Fort Wright in Spokane, WA 
served as the backdrop to this summerôs conference, hosted 
by Spokaneôs Hobnailers Hiking Club.    It was a fine oppor-

tunity to learn about the Inland Northwest and the Columbia 

River Basin.  Presentations included: 

ñThe Lords of Yesterdayò was presented by John Osborn 
MD, founder of the Lands Council.  He presented a timeline 

for the establishment of forest reserves and the creation of 

the state parks department in 1933-1942. 

Michael McCloskey, former Executive Director of the 
Sierra Club, followed with an interesting talk on ñThe Fate 

of Nature in the New Dealò, when an amazing number of 

positive actions to benefit public lands occurred. 

A presentation by Susan Saul on Mt. St. Helens in-

formed participants of the tension between those who 

want the area kept for research and those who want a road 
through the monument, plus fishing lodges and a resort on 

Spirit Lake. 

Other topics were ñForestry and Wilderness in the Co-

lumbia Highlandsò, a presentation on the stunning Scotch-
man Peaks Wilderness that straddles Idaho and Montana, 

and a talk on preventing beavers from building in culverts. 

The conference ended with a discussion of conservation 

challenges and opportunities with the Obama administration 

and Congress. 

The Hobnailers led hikes on both days, one to see the NW 

Inland Land Trust Property and another on the Centennial 
Trail.  

- Shirley Cameron 

The Federation of Western Outdoor Clubs  

77th Annual Conference  
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"We abuse land because we regard it as a commodity belong-

ing to us. When we see land as a community to which we be-
long, we may begin to use it with love and respect" 

 - Aldo Leopold 
By Pat Bitner, Conservation Chair 

 

W 
HO AMONG  US HAS NOT WATCHED  K EN BURNSô 

newest television series, ñThe National Parks, Amer-
icaôs Best Ideaò? And if you did miss one or more segments, 
PBS will surely repeat them. It did seem to me that the first 
installment was almost overpowering; it had just too many 

grand mountain scenes. But the following evenings devoted 
much more time to the story of the human history of the 
parks. First of the great names of that history was Lincoln, 

who in 1864 signed the act making Yosemite Valley and the 

giant sequoias public land but under state protection.  It fell 
to Theodore Roosevelt to make Yellowstone our first national 

park. Steven Matherôs tireless efforts gave us the National 
Park System. And greatest of them all was John Muir, the Scot-
tish emigrant who became the eloquent voice of wilderness, 

inspiring presidents to recognize and preserve the grandeur of 
the American 

West. 

 A lot of foot-
age has been de-
voted to Yosem-

ite, whose grand 
valley is incom-
parable in its pho-

togenic qualities. 
Iôve had the privi-
lege of loving it 
for fifty years, 

first backpacking 
its high country, 
then spending 

many weekends 
in Yosemite Val-
ley in all seasons. 

It is a park which 
is in danger of 
being loved to 

death. Although 
at least a part of 
the automobile 
procession through the valley has been prohibited and the 

over-camped grounds given a little rest, and  while the bears 
no longer congregate at the garbage dump, it still suffers from 

too many visitors. 

 A PARK SYSTEM LIKE  NO OTHER  in the world must be 
transformed from its original focus of encouraging more and 
more visitors arriving by motor car as in Steven Matherôs day, 

to some workable system where we share our earth with equal 

rights and respect for all things, including the plants, animals, 

forests and the waters of our rivers, lakes and oceans. 

OREGON NEWS 
 The Northwest Power and Conservation Council was cre-
ated by Congress to give the citizens of Idaho, Montana, Ore-

gon and Washington a stronger voice in the future of the key 
resources common to all - the electricity generated and the 
fish and wildlife affected by the Columbia River Basin hy-
dropower dams. Last month the Council held a public hearing 

in Eugene to take comments on the Sixth Power Plan, which 
will be released at the end of this year. Many comments re-
flected concern about the pollution of the Boardman coal 

fired power plant and other comments called for the removal 

of the four Lower Snake River dams in order to save the 

iconic salmon which faces possible extinction. 

 K EY FINDINGS OF THE COMMISSION  in their draft plan 
include: Existing coal plants provide 20% of the regionôs 
electricity, but emit 85% of power systems CO2. Increased 

energy efficiency 
is the lowest- cost 
option and can 
potentially meet 

85% of our re-
gionôs demand 
growth, while 

creating local jobs 
and economic 
activity. Wind is 

cost-competitive 
with other tech-
nologies and must 

be used to meet 
renewable energy 

standards. Re-
newables avoid 

fuel price in-
creases and po-
tential carbon 

penalties. 

 The draft plan 

is available for 
public review, 

and includes findings that wholesale power rates could rise as 
little as 1/6th cent per kilowatt hour to replace the power 

from the four Lower Snake River dams -or as little as 6/10th 
of a cent to completely rid ourselves of coal power by 2020. 
This is great news for the beleaguered Columbia River 

salmon - and for human lungs. 
Public comments will be taken until November 7. Go to 

www.nwcouncil.org 

 Conservation Corner: 
 

"C ONSERVATION IS A STATE OF HARMONY BETWEEN MEN AND LAND"  
   - Aldo Leopold, 1887-1948 

http://www.nwcouncil.org/
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Editorôs Note:  The November 2008 Obsidian Bulletin  has an 

article, also by John Pegg, that  gives background on Team 

Sight Unseen and  Peter Green and  also reports on their climb 

of Mt. St Helens in July 2008. 

R 
EMEMBER  TEAM  SIGHT  UNSEEN?  They are a 
climbing team comprised of blind, visually impaired, 
and sighted mountaineers. Last year this courageous 

group, lead by Obsidian Peter Green, successfully climbed 
Mt. St. Helens and Mt. Hood.  This July they were back to 

attempt one of the giants of the Northwest, Mt. Rainier.  

Peter Green, who organized and led the trip, was assisted 
by fellow Oregonian Ben Meyer. Justin Grant from Denton, 

Texas, Brad Jaffke, from Madison, Wisconsin, and Joe May-
field, from Argyle formed the rest of the team.  Kyle Coon 
was on trip last year, but could not make the trip this year 

because he was training with his first seeing eye dog. 

The team assembled from across the country at Cold 
Springs campground at the base of Mt. Adams on July 18.  

Last year they had planned to climb Mt. Adams but couldnôt 
climb because of forest fires.  This year the weather cooper-
ated and the climb was a complete success.  They had a great 

camp at the Lunch Counter, and a wonderful climb. 

AFTER A REST DAY  AT  NEARBY  Lake Takhlakh, it was on 
to Mt. Rainier National Park for an attempt on the mountain 
via the Emmons/Winthrop Glacier Route.  Leaving the high 

camp at Camp Sherman at 1:00 am on July 26, they were at 
the crater rim at 8:00 am and traversed the ridge to Columbia 

Crest a short time later.  It was an incredible adventure! 

The motto of Team Sight Unseen is that ñItôs the journey, 

not the destination that makes the trip worthwhile.ò  But I had 
to ask, what is the next destination?  Peter Green and the 
team are currently training and raising money to climb Mt. 

Aconcagua, the highest mountain in South America and the 
highest mountain outside of the Himalayas.  With the skills 
this group has now, they will be ready.  You can learn more 

about the team at www.teamsightunseen.com. 

Team Sight Unseen Climbs Mt. Rainier  

By John Pegg    Photos by Peter Green 

W 
E ACCEPTED AN INVITATION  to have a booth at the 

State Fair this year.  Along with friends and family, 
Barbara and Paul Beard brought a small TV so we could 
play Sue Sullivan's slide program that was a hit last year. 

Margaret Prentice and Elle Weaver traded off with the 

Beards so we could all check out the sights. 

It rained cats and dogs at the Eugene Celebration. Satur-
day morning was mainly spent shifting around the display ta-
bles until shower curtains were put up around the tent. Several 

visitors were attracted by the climb photos. One young man 

who bikes everywhere was thrilled that we carpooled for trips.  

Many thanks to all who waded in to help with a  boatload 

of cheerfulness: Dan Christensen, Sue Wolling, Mary and 
Brian Hamilton, Rick Ahrens, Valerie Metcalf, Jim and 
Sharon Duncan, Buzz  Blumm, Marian West, and Margaret 

Prentice. Weôre grateful also to Martha Welches who coordi-
nated staffing the  booth, to Janet Jacobsen for the special 
trip flyer with added club  information, and for John 
Jacobsen's dazzling photo prints, plus Mary and 

Brian's  folding screen that could display large eye-catching 

trip pictures. 
 

- Elle Weaver, Publicity Chair 

Booth at State Fair & Eugene Celebration  

file:///E:/Documents/~Main%20Docs/Obsidians/Publications/Bulletins/Bulletin%202009/Bulletin%202009%2010/Articles/www.teamsightunseen.com
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TRIP REPORTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES  

  
 

 
 

 
Opie Dilldock Pass 
August 23, 2009 
Leader: Richard Romm 
15 miles, 2,400 ft. (Difficult) 

 

W 
E HAD  A SLIGHT  CHANGE  TO THE  YEARLY  RITUAL : we 

did the loop counterclockwise starting on the Obsidian 

Trail and ending on the Scott Trail. It made it more difficult with 
an uphill climb on the scree from Sawyer Bar to the pass. At 

Collier Glacier viewpoint the vistas were unprecedented, with 

the glacier in front, and the entire Cascade chain all the way to 

Mount Hood visible behind. A crystal clear day with minimal 

haze made the day memorable, as did the fact that we finished 

two hikers short of our starting contingent. Members: Laurie 

Funkhouser, Dick Hildreth, Rob Kimmich, Rich Romm, Ellen 

Sather, Chris Stockdale, Elle Weaver and Sue Wolling; non-

member: John Mundall. 

Four-in-One Cone 
August 28, 2009 
Leader & Photo: Clare Tucker 
8.6 miles, 1,500 ft. (Moderate) 
 

NINE  OF US MET  UNDER VERY  OPAQUE, GRAY  CLOUDS, but by 

the time we got to the trailhead we had a perfect day ahead of us. 

Four of us had not done this hike before, and their delight in the 
wonder of the lava fields, and the view from the top of the 

cones, made the rest of us smile at our return to this great wilder-

ness area. Thank you Nola Nelson and Joanne Ledet for driving, 

and thank you ODOT for the resurfacing of the old McKenzie 

Highway; itôs much improved. The hike was a breeze for this 

competent group of hikers. No one complained about the 18 trees 

along the trail that had to be stepped/climbed over. This was a 

great group of hikers: members Pat Esch, Art Kearney, Joanne 

Ledet, Sue Meyers, Nola Nelson, Lamonte Smith, Clare Tucker, 

and Nancy Whitfield, and nonmember Anya Dobrowolshi. 
 

Rosary Lakes 
August 28, 2009 
Leader: Chris Cunningham 
6 miles, 600 ft. (Easy) 
 

OURS WAS AN OVERCAST DAY , just perfect for hiking to the 

three Rosary Lakes. A nice breeze may have been responsible 

for keeping the mosquitoes away. On the way up, we met two 
gentlemen who were hiking the Oregon portion of the Pacific 

Crest Trail. One recited what he described as a Buddhist poem 

Hikes 

Four-in-One  Cone 






























