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Summer Schedule  

 

No Potlucks or SciEds   

in July and August. 
 No Board Meeting or  

Bulletin in August. 

We will return to a normal 

schedule in September. 

Web Site Notice  

 

The web guys are off to Sum-

mer Camp until around August 

5, so the Obsidian website, 

schedules, etc. will not be up-

dated until then. 
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Reaching Every Summit  
 

By Steve McManigal 
 

W 
HEN I TRAVEL  for my job at 
Boeing, I hike, climb, or drive 

up the highest mountain in the 
states near my work location. This summer  
I'm working at Vought Aircraft Industries  

in Charleston, SC for Boeingôs 787 airplane 
program. Their new facility builds aft fuse-

lage sections 47 and 48 for the 787 Dream-
liner. Vought is famous for the Corsair gull 

winged WWII era fighter plane. 

 In May I spent Memorial Day weekend 
"climbing" the high points of South Caro-
lina, Tennessee, and North Carolina  by 

automobile.  Clingman's Dome is the Ten-
nessee high point (at 6640ô). Itôs located in 
the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

Mt. Mitchell is the North Carolina high 
point(6684ô) and it's  located in a state park. There's a camp ground near the summit 
of Mt. Mitchell that didn't appear to be fully used.  It would be a great weekend trip 
with many hiking opportunities.  There's also  a restaurant at the summit.  Mt. 

Mitchell, not Mt. Washington (NH), is the highest peak on the eastern seaboard.  

 Sassafras peak in South Carolina  (about 3547')  was another matter.    It was really 
difficult finding the roads to the SC summit. I stopped at least 5 times to ask for di-
rections from some scary looking people and no one knew where to go except for 

one guy at a tourist trap. He had a county tourist map which helped enough to get me 
pointed in the right direction. I got lost again on a narrow mountain road 

and  a  group of canyon carving, knee dragging road racers on motorcycles got me to 

the summit. The only sign which identified the mountain I saw that day was an over-
grown wood sign .3 miles from the summit. The "summit" was covered in growth 
with a power line routed right over it. At the summit I met a couple more scary look-

ing guys driving slowly and safely around in a jeep.  The passenger was holding a 
small dog and drinking a beer.  I asked them if I was at the right summit and they 

confirmed my location and were fairly friendly once I approached them. 

 In June I went to Florida, Alabama, and Georgia.  Florida's high point is Britton Hill 
(345ô), located in  an obscure county park  north of Pensacola on the Florida/Alabama 

border.  Alabama's high point is Cheaha Mountain(2405ô) northeast of Talladega
(home of  a famous NASCAR track)  in scenic Cheaha State Park. Alabama's high 
point was the surprise.  It has a view that goes forever, good hiking opportunities and 

a large underutilized camping area where cabins can also be rented. The local state 

employees are exceptionally friendly and helpful.  There's a restaurant and motel near 
the summit where I got a great room for $8 and dinner for $11.  The architecture and 

construction of the motel reminded me of the house in the movie North by North-
west.   Georgiaôs high point is Basstown Bald (4784ô), near the Tennessee border. It's  
reached by an easy drive on a paved road to within .6 miles of the summit and then a 

pleasant walk to the observation tower.  From the observation tower you can see four 

(Continued on page 4) 

Steve on ñtopò of Mt. Sunflower in Kansas  
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New Members 
 

SWISHER, RON (Active), 

  724 C Street, Springfield , OR 97477 

  741-2115  ron.swisher@oit.edu 

Welcome! 
Rosemary Mason  

 

ROSEMARY  MASON died in Portland 
May 18, 2008 at age 83 of age-related 
causes.  She was a member of the Ob-

sidians from July 2000 until 
2006.  During that time, she went on 
13 bus trips, including a week-long 

trip to Montana in 2004. 

O B I T U A R Y  

New Member Orientation  
 

D 
URING THE BOARD MEETING  in June plans for new member orientation  

were endorsed.  Please feel free to contact members of the committee, listed 
below, if you have further suggestions that you think would be helpful in making 

our new members feel at homeðand  for doing further outreach to potential mem-

bers as well.  Here are the current plans: 

1) Special September Potluck to highlight activities of the committees, with a 
brief, entertaining slide presentation of several committee activities (e.g., summer 
hikes, winter trips, extended trips, summer camp, bus trips, conservation) pre-
sented by committee chairs or gifted surrogates. Details of timing and food are to 

be decided by the Entertainment Committee, who will be in charge of the event. 
(Some suggestions include a "pre-meeting" tour of the facilities with history, plus  

free food for new members). 

Goals: to welcome new members (with special mentorship activities as listed 
in #2 below),  to make continuing members aware of the great opportunities 

for serving on committees,  and to introduce serious prospective members to 

some of our club's activities.  

Responsible People:  Entertainment Committee (Laurie Funkhouser and Kath-

leen Floyd) 

Additional work needed:  An enticing title, food possibilities for first-timers, 

timing of pre-Potluck event, and  publicity 

2) Phone Call Mentorship of New Members.  The name of each new member 

will be passed on to the person in charge, who should be an adjunct member of the 

Membership Committee designated to perform this duty.  Each new member 
should be called promptly, invited to the next potluck, and, if possible, paired with 

a mentor, who would welcome him or her to the potluck. 

Suggested Responsible Person:  Jim Floyd (volunteered by his wife!), who 

will become an  adjunct member of the membership committee to do this job. 

3) Old and New Member Communication.  A reminder list of the month's activi-

ties could be sent out to all members with e-mail.  (Of course, the Bulletin also 
serves this purpose, but we have found that members getting timely e-mails are 
grateful for the reminder.) People could opt out of this reminder e-mail if they 

wished to avoid the extra once-a-month mailing. (If there is a volunteer to cover it, 

we could also try to phone those without e-mail who request such a reminder.) 

Suggested Responsible Persons:  The E-mail gurus, John Jacobsen and Wayne 

Deeter 

4) Prospective Member Calling Initiative.   Each activity group (summer, win-
ter, bus, and climb) could keep track of non-members who have participated more 
than once.  One designated member of each committee could be asked to call those 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Otrials: An Interim Report  
By Marshall Kandell, Otrials Committee Chair 

B 
Y THE TIME  this is in print, the 2008 

U.S. Olympic Track & Field 

Trials will be history...and so will our 
ambitious effort to produce 22 hikes 

for out-of-towners attending the trials 
and the Oregon Bach Festival.   A full report will be pre-
sented to the board at its September meeting, but as I 
write this on the first day of the trials, we can review our 

first week of hikes. 

 We're off to a slow start, with some hikes being cancelled 
for lack of registrants and others because of a super abun-
dance of snow still on the trails and forest roads.  On the 

other hand, we have had some great hikes, fine weather, a 
surprising number of local area nonmembers and some 
memorable experiences.  And, with the town starting to fill 

with visitors and our hikes being listed in all the activity di-

rectories, we're optimistic about business picking up. 

   One major development has been our having to 
switch our meeting place from South Eugene High 
School (ousted by Eugene08) to the Very Little Thea-

tre parking lot.  Although dealing with Eugene08 was 

difficult (on their list of pressing issues, 

we don't rate very high), we had no prob-

lem at all getting a quick and friendly 
welcome from VLT, which is an-

other venerable community service 
organization just a couple years 
younger than the Obsidians.  Within 
24 hours, VLT's president Jack Powell, 

checked with board members and got 
back to us with approval for us to use 
the VLT lot.  On behalf of our commit-

tee and the club at large, we extend our 
most appreciative "Thank You!" to eve-
ryone at VLT.  And we offer a wish we 

would never say for ourselves, but has a 

different meaning for those in 

show business: "Break a leg!"  

Some of our trip reports can be 
found in this Bulletin...with the rest coming in the September 

issue, along with a more complete review of our activities. 

K  
UDOS TO MARSHALL  K ANDELL , 

his committee, and leaders who  
worked hard to provide an impressive 
hiking schedule for out of town guests 

during the trials. Three hikers emailed 

leaders with notes of appreciation: 

MARSHALL  K ANDELL  RECEIVED  

THE FOLLOWING  from Bryan Acuff 
from Houston and brother of high 
jumper Amy Acuff.  Bryan along with 

his parents, Jackie and Richard Acuff 
from Corpus Christi Texas were on 
Marshallôs Preôs Rock hike.  (See Mar-

shallôs trip report in this Bulletin) 

Marshall, 

I just wanted to thank you so much 
for arranging the hike!  I really 
appreciate you taking care of my 

folks on both hikes, being so patient 
with them, as well as arranging 
Nita Prefontaine and her grand-
children to meet us at the memorial. 

That was really special! 
I really loved Eugene, and enjoyed the 
Trials. Everyone was so nice there. 

The whole experience was inspiring! 

Best wishes to you, 

Bryan Acuff  
 

JANET JACOBSEN RECEIVED  THE  

FOLLOWING  from Jill Evers.  Jill and 
Joan Ludtke, both high school teachers 
and cross country/track coaches from 

Kent City High School in  Michigan 
were on Janet's Raptor Center hike on 
June 30th.  They were staying at the 

UofO dorms.  (See Janôs trip report in 

this Bulletin) 

Hi Janet, 

We just returned to MI today after 

spending a splendid time in your 
city.  Thanks so much for your hos-
pitality and for leading our hiking 

adventure to the Raptor Center.  It 
was a great morning.  (On the re-
turn trip, we met Eugene's Marcia 
McChesney and we shared the trail 

and stories together.  She later in-

vited us to her home.) 

In appreciation, 

Jill Evers 

 

BARB REVERE RECEIVED  THE  
FOLLOWING . Tamera Adolph was 

staying at the Eugene Hotel and Judi 
Kandell (Marshall's wife) steered her 
to the Otrials hike. She  went  on 
Barb's hike up Pisgah on June 28 along 

with  Bonnie Richman and Margaret 
Prentice (See Barbôs trip report and 

photo in this Bulletin). 

Hi Barb, 

I'm back in beautiful Pennsylvania 
and thinking about our wonderful 
hike.  I enjoyed meeting you and the 

ladies.  You're all great hikers.   

Thank you for the picture, a good 

memento.  Tell the others I pass 
along my greetings and good 
wishes.  When I visit, I'll get in 
touch with you and hopefully be 

able to join you on another hike. 

Blessings, 

Tamera Adolph 

 

Otrials Hikes Much Appreciated   
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states, and even Atlanta, on a very clear 

day. One stage of the Tour de Georgia 

cycling race ends here each year. 

 Four years ago I visited the highest 
points of  Kansas, Arkansas, Okla-

homa, Missouri, and New Hampshire 

while working in Wichita.  The highest 
point in Kansas is Mt. Sunflower 

(4039ô), located on private land, near 
the Colorado boarder. The summit was 
a bit difficult to reach as it required a 
long drive over unmarked gravel roads, 

then across a cattle guard, and onto a 
private dirt road that goes through a 

cattle grazing pasture to the ñsummit.ò 

 Black Mesa, Oklahoma's high point 
at 4973ô, is in a state park so access is 
fairly easy.  It's located in the panhan-
dle region close to the New Mexico 

border.   It takes a very lonely eight 
mile round trip hike over some very 
rocky terrain to reach the summit, 

which is marked by a 10' tall granite 
monument that looks like  the monolith 
on the rock and roll album by the Who 

entitled Who's Next.   I stopped by a 

Pizza Hut restaurant at the end of the 
day (Sunday) and ordered a beer, 
which was a big mistake.  No beer is 

served on Sundays in Oklahoma. 

 ARKANSAS'S HIGH  POINT, Mount 
Magazine (2753ô), is  in a  new state 
park and required a 1/2 mile hike.  Itôs a 

plateau with a sandstone cap rimmed by 

rock cliffs. Missouri's high point at 
1772ô was not marked at all and is 

"climbed" by driving to it using informa-
tion from the internet and by asking a 
local resident which road to take.  If I 
hadn't stopped and asked a local resident 

where to turn I would never have found 
it.  It's named Taum Sauk and the locals 
pronounce it "Tom Suck".  There's a fire 

lookout tower on the summit along with 

a couple of state owned homes.  

 That same year I hiked  Mt. Wash-
ington (6288ô) in New Hampshire from 

the west side.  I did it the weekend be-
fore Memorial Day and was surprised 
to see a fair amount of snow.  Mt. 

Washington can be accessed by foot, 
driven by car on a toll road or by a cog 

rail for a fee. 

 My daughter Christine, wife 

Lulu  and I went up Harney Peak in the 
Black Hills of  SD last summer.  Itôs 
7242ô and is the site of Black Elk's 

"Great Vision" he received when nine 
years old and the site to which he re-
turned, accompanied by John G. Nei-
hardt, as an old man.  Earlier I climbed 

the highest peaks in Oregon, Washing-
ton, and Idaho, as have a number of 

other Obsidians. Iôll continue to reach 

the highest points in other states as I 
have the chance during my work as-
signments or vacations. 

 
Editors Note: Steve McManigal and his 

wife, Lulu, and daughter Christine (all 

members) live in the Seattle area  where 

he works for Boeing. Steve joined the 

Obsidians in 1966 when he was five and 

attended several  summer camps with 

his two brothers and parents, John and 

Lenore McManigal. He was seven when 

he climbed Diamond Peak in 1966.   He 

climbed the Middle and South Sister in 

1967  and the North Sister  in 1969. He 

had to wait until he was 18 to become a 

chief in 1976.  He summitted Mt. Hood 

in 1979 and Mt. Rainer in 1980.   

Every Summit  
(Continued from Page 1) 

Adding to the Ridgeline Trail and Obsidian History  

By Janet Jacobsen 

T 
HE RECENTLY  REPORTED acqui-
sition by the City of Eugene of 

200 acres from Arlie and Company is 

good news for Obsidians.  The pur-
chase will expand the Ridgeline Trail 
southeast of Eugene, nearly to Lane 

Community College. 

The Obsidians have had a long 
history with Spencer Butte and the 
Ridgeline Trail. Spencer Butte is men-

tioned in early Bulletins as one of the  
ñusualò local walks with a reference to 
the rough Willamette road outside the 

city limits. Spencer Butte didnôt come 
under public ownership until 1939 
when Eugene residents were asked to 

give $5.00 each to ñbuy a piece of the 

butte.ò This was followed by more pur-
chases and easements that would even-
tually develop into the Ridgeline Trail 

system. 

Until the early 1980ôs there was no 
easy way to hike up Spencer Butte 

from the east side.  In 1973 Marriner 

Orum figured out a route for his annual 
hike from Hendricks Park to Spencer 
Butte.  In January 1974 Marriner wrote 

in his trip report for his 2nd annual trip 
that each year there were more No 

Trespassing signs. He also wrote, 
ñNow that gas supplies are limited óclose 

inô trips have a lot of merit.ò  In January 
1975 on his 3rd annual hike, Marriner 
started out with 27 people.  He wrote, 

ñThe Ribbon Trail is more of a concept 
than a reality. It will take a lot of dedica-
tion, lobbying, and dollars before we will 

be able to make this trip on a defined trail, 
divorced from the city streets and the 
automobile. It wonôt happen by itself and 

wonôt happen unless there is a lot of ac-
tion soon.ò  (The Ribbon Trail is now part 
of the Hendricks Park Trail system.)  He 
also noted ñOld Baldy is posted land so 

we detoured on to Barber Drive and Old 
Dillard road. This year we followed the 
Skyline ridge from Dillard road to the top 

of the butte rather than along the power 

line.ò   I remember going on one of these 

hikes with Marriner and I know that he 
was the only one who could possibly lead 
this trip, which led us through a maze to 

avoid private land. 

OBSIDIAN  RECORDS SHOW that the 
first Obsidian hike on the newly con-
structed Ridgeline Trail from Dillard to 
Willamette was December 28, 1983. The 

leader wrote, ñThe ground was frozen and 
it looked as though the trail can be quite 

muddy in places.ò  That is still true!  

When the new Amazon Headwa-

ters Trail was added in September. 
2005, our club increased the number 
and variety of trips using the Ridgeline 

Trail System. Hiking from the Amazon 

headwaters up to Spencer Butte is a 
great way to spend 3 plus hours in the 
woods. This spring, there were 7 hikes 

on the schedule utilizing the Ridgeline 
Trails. A popular Ridgeline hike uses a 
car shuttle so that hikers have a one-

(Continued on page 5) 
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By Janet Jacobsen 

G 
RETCHEN FRASER of Vancouver, 

Washington was the first Ameri-
can to win a gold medal at the Winter 
Olympics - in 1948. She was invited to 

Eugene May 21-23, 1948 for a big 
weekend sponsored by the City of 
Eugene, the UofO, the UofO Ski Club, 

and the Obsidians. 

 Here are the events that were 

planned for Gretchen from an article in 
the May 1948 Bulletin. It is an exhaust-

ing schedule. 

 ñEvents begin Friday noon where she 

will be honored at the Eugene Chamber 

of Commerce Forum Luncheon.   Imme-
diately after the luncheon, she will be 

escorted up the McKenzie where the 
McKenzie River Guides will take her on 
a boat trip down the river.  Friday eve-
ning she will attend the annual Obsidian 

Spring Banquet at the Osburn Hotel.  The 
Banquet will be called the ñGretchen 
Fraser Banquetò and the tickets will be 

$2.00.   After the banquet, Gretchen will 
be honored on campus at the Mortar 
Board Ball. Incidentally this is the reason 

that some members will be wearing for-
mals to the banquet.  (It was at this ban-
quet that George Korn gave the Obsidi-

ans the two maple carvings by Lorie 
Cross that are in the entryway at the 

lodgeðsee Dec.2006 Bulletin.) 

 SATURDAY  MORNING , the Obsidian 

Princesses are scheduled to start the 

day off at 8:00 a.m. with a breakfast at 
the Eugene Hotel with Gretchen as 

their guest. Following breakfast 

Gretchen is to be taken on a tour of the 
city and up to the University where Tri-

Delta sorority will entertain with a 

luncheon. Saturday afternoon she will 
be honorary referee at the UofO football 
game. In the evening the University of 

Oregon Ski Club has a dinner planned. 

 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. are the times set 
for showings of the full color pictures 

ñ1948 Winter Olympicsò by Hans 

Thorner. The skiing and the skating in 

these pictures are the worldôs best. The 
placeðRoosevelt Junior High audito-

rium. Tickets are 50 cents, 75 cents, 

and $1.00 tax inc. During intermission 
of the pictures Gretchen Fraser will 

make a personal appearance. 

Sunday, May 23rd, will be a ski trip to 
Sunshine Shelter led by Ray Sims and 
Bob Lyon. If you want to see Gretchen 

ski, hereôs your chance.ò 

From the Archives - 1948: 

Obsidians Know How to Treat Olympic Guests  

way trip from Blanton Heights to Baldy 

and Spring Blvd.  First timers on the 
trails are amazed that such a treasure is 
so accessible. The forests, wildflowers 

and birdcalls are highlights.    

With the Arlie addition even more 

possibilities will be available for hik-
ers. Most intriguing would be to take a 
bus to LCC, hike on the new trail to 

Baldy, walk up Dillard Road to connect 
with the Ridgeline Trail to Fox Hollow, 

and then hike down the Amazon Head-

waters Trail to catch Bus #28 on Mar-
tin Street. One could even include a 

ñstrollò up Spencer Butte.   

Volunteers, the City of Eugene and 
other partners continue working to 
keep the dream of extending the Ridge-

line Trail. Will it reach Fern Ridge and 

Mt. Pisgah? Will the trail include 
Moon Mountain?  Will the trail ever be 

built near the Obsidian Lodge?   

WHAT  CAN YOU DO? Let City 

Council members know that you sup-
port the Ridgeline Trail. Lead a trip on 

the Ridgeline Trail. Invite your friends 

to hike on the trail.   

Volunteer to help maintain the 

Ridgeline Trail. Our Trail Maintenance 
committee, headed by Peter Green, 
coordinates with Eugene Parks and 

Open Space to schedule a monthly 
work party on the Ridgeline and 

Spencer Butte Trails. Those who have 

worked and sweated on these trails 
know first hand how wonderful it is 
that Arlie & Co. donated money to 

build and maintain the trails in the new 
acquisition.    

Ridgeline Trail  

(Continued from Page 4) 

Trip Report: May 23, 1948 - Ski Trip to Sunshine Shelter and Camp Scott 

In Honor of Gretchen Fraser 
By Ray Sims and Bob Lyon, Leaders 

G 
RETCHEN FRASER WAS ORDERED by her doctor not to take as long a trip as 

this, so Mickey Pembraur of Austria was the honored guest of the day, and 
being the champion that she is, could ski with the best, and liked our Oregon 

Mountains very much ï ñjust like Austriaò she said.    

 Leaving Eugene at 4:30 a.m. on May 23, 1948, eight or ten carloads of skiers, 
most of whom ate breakfast at ñPhilôsò, were through the gate at Alder Springs by 

6:45, where there was three feet of snow.  After driving to the top of Dead Horse 
Hill, we found seven feet of snow.  The Highway Commission had used a Rotary 

plow in clearing the snow this far. 

 THE WEEK  BEFORE, the Highway office in Eugene asked the Obsidians to 
measure the snow at Frog Camp, so they could get an idea as to what equipment 
was needed to move the snow for the Gretchen Fraser week-end.  So Bob Lyon, 

Glen Sims, Don Riedel and Ray Sims took the measurements from below Alder 
Springs at snow line to Frog Camp, where ten feet of snow was found on May 16.  

The answer was a Rotary plow. 

 Sunshine Shelter was reached by mid-morning and was found nearly covered with 
a record amount of snow. Two airplanes dropped cokes, ice cream and cakes in the 

open area above the shelter. There were probably fifty skiers in and about the area. 
The day was clear and bright. We enjoyed a seven-mile downhill ski ride to the top of 
Dead Horse Hill.   There were 44 skiers on the trip including Doris Sims, Ray Sims, 

George Korn, Mary and Bailey Castelloe, Norm Lee, Mike Stahl, Bryan Ryan, John 

Skillern, Jack Meissner, Bob Pfeiffer, Arlene & Ernie Keasling, Miner Hamlin. 
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Janetôs Jottings: 

Flying Food, Talking Shoes and Romance on Butte!  
Take Time to Watch Nature  

O 
N A RECENT HIKE  when someone 
stopped abruptly to look at a 

flower, hikers suggested that we should 
create warning patches for our packs: 
ñHesitate for flowersò or ñStop for 

flowersò. Or how about ñKeep moving, 
I donôt have time to smell the roses?ò 
Or ñI take pictures of everything.ò 

Janet Hall recommends that you 

stop for butterflies and also purchase  
Finding Lane County Butterflies by 
Neil Bjorklund. This 100-page guide is 

the  ñwhere and whenò guide for 33 
butterfly sites.  Bjorklund lists which of 
Lane Countyôs 80 butterfly species 

might be seen at each site and includes 
the best times to see butterflies. Use this 
with a companion book that includes 

photographs, Pocket Guide to Butter-
flies of Lane County, a field guide pro-
duced by Marta Makurushka.  Proceeds 
from the sale of her book go to the  

Eugene-Springfield chapter of the 
North American Butterfly Association. 
 

Shoes Communicate  

T 
HE EXHIBIT , Walk a Mile In 
These Shoes ðThe Stories They 

Tell, at the Museum of Natural and 

Cultural History will in- terest 
both adults and children.  I 
took  Pema Chho-

phyel, our member 
from Bhutan, for a 
tour of the exhibit, 

which included Ore-

gonôs 10,000 year old san-
dals and shoes worn by Oregon ath-
letes, coaches, and politicians. We 

stopped by a bulletin board where one 
could share shoe-perstitions. Pema  
tacked up some Bhutanese advice, ñ In 

Bhutan it is auspicious or lucky to 
dream of old shoes.ò   Obsidians with 
old hiking and climbing boots should 

have plenty of inspiration for a dream. 
Just set those smelly shoes by your bed 
and let them tell the story. 
 

It is fun to open the lockers, each 
representing a decade, to see if one can 
remember wearing the fashionable and 

functional shoes on display. I won-
dered if there were any hobnailed boots 
like the Obsidians used to wear for 

climbing in the exhibit.  A hobnail is a 

short large-headed nail for studding 
shoe soles. An article, ñAdvice to Ten-

derfeetò, in the 1940 June/July Bulletin 

states, ñ éin the strongest possible 
terms, that absolutely no one will be 
allowed to climb in tennis shoes. Hob-
nailed boots are ESSENTIAL.ò Hiking 

and climbing boots were advertised in 
the 1940  Bulletin at a cost of  $3.95-
$13.95. 

Cynthia Budlong, Museum Associ-
ate Director of Exhibitions, answered 
my question. ñThere is a pair of hob-

nailed boots in the 1910s locker! They 
are on the bottom shelf . . . and were 

worn during WWI. They are World 

War I US Army Field Boots (Non-
issued Private Purchase), size 9.  Cap-
tain Conrad Stafrin wore these pri-
vately purchased, hobnailed boots 

while commanding Oregon's Company 
L of the 162nd Regiment in France 
during World War I. The hobnails on 

the soles were used on military boots 
for increased durability and for traction 
on soft, wet soil or on rocky ground.ò 

 

The exhibit closes August 24, 2008.  
Donôt miss it! 
 

Air Drop for Climbers  

A 
FTER NORM  BENTON read 

about an ice cream drop on  
Phyllis Stalsberg Gaffneyôs  climb in 
the May Bulletin, he called to share 

what happened on his first climb, South 

Sister in 1948. These are his words 
taken from his autobiography: The Ad-
ventures of Norman Benton, Volume 

IV: ñWhile eating, two light planes ar-
rived, circling a time or two. Then one 
followed the other in flying low above 

the summit snowfield, and dropping 
some bundles. About this time, we fin-
ished our lunch, one man came over to 

talk to us. I recognized him as George 
Korn, who worked at Hendershottôs 
Sporting Goods store in Eugene.  

George told us that they were with an 

Obsidian group, an outdoor club in 
Eugene. We knew of that club, and 
some years later I would become a 

member of that organization. I believe 
both pilots were Obsidians, or at least 
they were making the airdrop for them. 

George said he and two boys planned 

to spend the night there at the summit 
rim, and among the items the planes 

had dropped were tents and sleeping 

bags, as well as food and probably a 
stove and other items.  I believe George 
had run the ski area at Willamette Pass, 
which at that time was only rope tows.ò 

By the way, George gave a quart of 
ice cream to Norm and his climbing 
friends.  Norm would go on to climb 

many more mountains not just in the 
United States but in many other coun-
tries 

To read about another airplane food 
drop, see the article on page 5 about 

Gretchen Fraser. Two airplanes 

dropped cokes, cake and ice cream  on 
that ski trip to Sunshine Shelter. 
 

Romance On the Trail  

T 
HERE WERE TWO COUPLES still 
on top when I hiked down from 

Spencer Butte, on June 24. Along the 
trail, I saw eight or so notes posted on 
trees that werenôt there when I hiked 

up.  Each  8 1/2 X 11 inch note had a 
typed love note that I think was poetry. 
On each was a blue piece of tape with 
the words, ñPlease donôt take down. 

This is for my date.ò One of the poems 
began, ñ If my eyes could see into your 
heart.ò  That is all I can remember! 

What I needed was technology to 
help remember these words of love. It 
was too bad that I didnôt have Jim 

Pierceôs hand held tape recorder or  
Jean Coberlyôs pencil and notebook 
that she frequently pulls from her pack. 

Nor did I have a digital camera that two 
young women were using to take pic-
tures of the confusing trail so they 
would know how to get back down.  I 

should have used my cell phone to call 
and leave a romantic message. I will 
have to be satisfied with ñI donôt re-

member so well.ò   The trail was abuzz 
with ascending hikers who were trying 
to decide if a man or a woman could  

have written such ñheart touching 
words.ò One group thought that the 
poems were written by a man who 

planned to propose.   My vote was for a 
woman poet who lagged behind her 

(Continued on page 7) 
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BOARD NOTES  

July 2, 2008  
By Laurie Funkhouser, Secretary 

 

President Brian Hamilton called the meet-

ing to order.  Board members present: 

Laurie Funkhouser, Wayne Deeter, Mar-

shall Kandell, Jim Pierce, Stewart Hoeg,  

Barb Revere, Anne McLucas, and Jim 

Duncan. Other members present: Kath-

leen Floyd, John Jacobsen,  Lenore 

McManigal, Liz Reanier,  and Verna 

Kocken. June Meeting minutes  AP-

PROVED. 

Treasurerôs Report: Payment of bills 

APPROVED 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

Membership Survey (Ed Lichtenstein):   

On June 9th, the committee reached a 

decision to shorten a previous version of 

the member survey while adding a few 
items aimed to gain an understanding of  

why members do or do not sign-up for or 

lead trips.  It is anticipated the revised 

survey will be part of the Fall member-

ship renewal.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Request to Sponsor Barbara Hillary:   

A request from the University of Oregon 

Outdoor Program to contribute to the 

sponsorship of Ms. Hillary  After discus-

sion, the Board decided to seek additional 

information. 

Hikes Near Fern Ridge Reservoir: A 

letter from Estelle Sweet requested assis-

tance to establish a hiking group out of the 

Veneta area.  The Board agreed to invite 

Ms. Sweet to participate in hikes learn 

more about our organization.  
 

AD HOC COMMITTEE  

Olympic Trials (Marshall Kandell):   The 
Otrial hikes are in progress.  From the 

experience the committee has learned a 

variety of things.  A full report will be  

provided at the next meeting.  
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  

Summer Trips (Barb Revere): For June, 

13 trips with 80 members and 22 non-

members: total fees of $206.   6 trip re-
ports are outstanding at this time. 17 

trips have been canceled, 16 rescheduled.  

Climbs (Larry Huff):   A slow month for 

climbing due to more snow than usual on 
the approaches and mountains proper. 2 

cancellations and 3 rescheduled.   

Trail Maintenance (Peter Green):  Sev-

eral members have agreed to lead 
Spencer Butte litter pick up hikes. Hikers 

on two June Obsidian hikes picked up a 

lot of trash, especially at the top. The first 

litter clean up will be July 9th. 

By-Ways-By-Bus (Liz Reanier): In June, 
29 riders were led by Ben Jeffries and 

Barbara and Paul Beard on a 3 day trip to 

Southern Oregon. 

Summer Camp (John Jacobsen):  53 

participants are signed up for each week.  

APPROVED authorization for the fol-
lowing to be signatures on the Summer 

Camp checking account:  Sharon Dun-

can, Sharon Ritchie, Joella Ewing, John 

Jacobsen, and Scott Hovis.  

Extended Trips (Jim Duncan):  A trip 

took place but no report at this time. 

Entertainment (Laurie Funkhouser):  

Bill McWhorterôs ultralight airplane 

views of Oregon were viewed by 35 at-

tendees, $34.00 in fees.    The committee 

will begin work on the September wel-

come potluck.  

Science and Education (Joella Ewing):   

13 attended June SciEd program on am-

phibians and the Opal Creek Wilderness.  

Membership (Julie Dorland):    Current 

membership is 558.   A new member 

applicant was APPROVED by the Board. 

Publicity (Anne Dhu McLucas):   We are 

once again 'revving up' for the annual 

publicity blitz of the Eugene Celebration!  

Looking to fill the schedule to ñmanò the 

booth for September 13th and 14th!  AP-

PROVED a request for a budget of up to 

$200.00 to purchase a new canopy for 

publicity events. 

Concessions (Kathleen Floyd):    A total 

of $48.90 was received as revenue for the 

month with $37.59 in expenditures.  

Online (Wayne Deeter):   The website 

continues to run just fine. John Jacobsen 

added that 367 members were e-mailed 

Summer Camp surveys  - 110 have re-

sponded and only 2 bounced.  

Library/Historian  (Lenore McManigal):    

All on-line reports have been recorded.  

 Lodge Building (Brian Hamilton):   A 

few maintenance tasks still need atten-

tion.  Thanks to Lodge Grounds for tak-

ing care of several problems, including 

unwanted pests.  Please remember to 

schedule Lodge events through the Lodge 

Committee to avoid conflicts.  

Lodge Grounds (John Jacobsen):    The 

monthly grounds work party ï Pat Ad-

ams, Gary Kirk and Rick Ahrens - met on 

the afternoon of June 26.  
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Anne Dhu McLucas announced that there 

will be a meeting on September 18th at 

Harris Hall located in the Lane County 

Public Service Building for private land 

owners to be introduced to opening their 

property for public use such as hiking.   

date so she could post the notes. Tech-

nology was not going to provide an 
ending for this story. 

New Spencer Butte Bridge  

Eugeneôs Parks and Open Space staff 
contracted with a local stonemason, 

Alan Ash, to replace a worn out 

wooden bridge that was removed last 
year by Obsidian volunteers. The ma-

son used a very old dry stone method 

so that the stones interlocked without 
cement or motor. This makes it easy for 
the stones to adjust to freezing and 
thawing. Built by hand, the stones are 

from the Butte, Coburg hills, and other 

local areas.  The bridge has two arches 

over the seasonal streams with 400 
pound keystones to hold in place.  This 

should last for years. 
 

 

Janetõs Jottings 
(Continued from page 6) 

I need Obsidian Bulletins from 1955-

1983 for the Bulletin archives. If you 

would like to recycle, here is your 

chance. Call Janet at 343-8030. 
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TRIP REPORTS & OTHER ACTIVITIES  

 
 

 

Fall Creek  
May 17, 2008 
Leader: Martha Welches 
6 miles, 200 ft. (Moderate) 
 

W 
E ALL  MET  AT  SEHS and after 

brief introductions and directions, 

proceeded in two cars to the trailhead. 

The trip leader, acting as co-pilot, went 
past the Oakridge turnoff, so both cars 

had to turn around, finally meeting at the 

Dolly Varden Campground.  The dayôs 

high temperature was predicted to be 

around 85 degrees. We started out at a 

vigorous pace, over log bridges and rut-

ted trail. It was suggested we slow down 

and notice the fairy bells, sword and 

maidenhair ferns in the old-growth forest. 

Reaching a portion of the trail in which 

there had been a forest fire and conse-

quently no shade, it began to get very 
hot, so we turned around. We had lunch 

under one of the log bridges in the shade, 

where it was pleasant to listen to the bub-

bling creek, dip our feet in the cool, re-

freshing water, and just enjoy the com-

pany of nature and each other.  Heading 

back to the trailhead it became really hot 

and we all responded to this in our 

unique fashions and tolerance levels. As 

it turned out, it was close to 100 degrees 

that day. Naturally we were glad to get 
back to our cars and start for home.  

Members: Julie Dorland, Sachiko Iwa-

saki, Joanne Ledet, Lou Maenz and Mar-

tha Welches; nonmember: Darlene 

Thomasec. 

 

Larison Rock  
May 31, 2008 
Leader: Barb Revere 
9 miles, 2,400 ft. (Moderate) 
 

A HIKER 'S HOMILY : If the rain sprinkles 

down only during the drive, but the sun 

joins you for lunch, only to hide again 

behind the heavy clouds, you have to 

count your hike as one of the best in the 

season. The trip to Larison Rock was just 

such a day. We had sprinkly rain all the 

way to Oakridge, then a cool cloudy walk 

to the top, but our lunch was warm and 

relaxing up on "the rock.ò We were too 

early for the rhododendrons, which were 

just budding out some color, and a little 

late for the orchids, which were pretty 
"hang-dog" after last Wednesday's rain. 

But our little band of three got a bird's 

eye view of Oakridge, had a nice 

"workout hike" and enjoyed each others' 

company. The trail is muddy in spots, but 

all the tree-fall is cleared. In the first mile 

of the trail, poison oak lurks. Walking 

sticks recommended, wish I'd had mine! 

Members: Paul Flashenberg, Sandra Lar-

sen and Barb Revere. 

 
Old Baldy/Coburg Hills 
May 31, 2008 
Leader: Gary Kirk 
Photo:  Gary Kirk 
6 miles, 1,500 ft. (Moderate) 
 

BY 9:00 AM , EVERYBODY  was ready to 

go, including two alternates who replaced 

two cancellations. Off to McKenzie View 

Road and the pasture gate, which was 

open and waiting for us, and to the park-

ing area, where we were greeted by Jean 

Jancaitis, a steward for The Nature Con-

servancy (TNC). She was joined by Mi-
chelle Murphy who is interested in work-

ing for TNC. I had asked Jean to join us a 

guest speaker to share with the hikers 

what Nature Conservancyôs mission is 

for the area, and what has been done 

since last year when TNC became in-

volved with the Coburg Ridge area 
through the generosity of the Jaqua fam-

ily. I made a short speech about the spe-

cial permission we have to hike, and then 

Jean talked a little about the history of 

the area.  

Then it was time to hit the trail 

(McKenzie View Road) heading east to 

the trail up into the East Caves. We went 

up the trail of many steps, to the ñCaveò 

to check it out, past the steep rock faces 

where there are many climbing routes 

and, on to Overlook Meadow with views 
of the valley. Here Jean expanded her 

talk with maps and pictures, and an-

swered many excellent questions. When 

we got to the old Coburg-Marcola wagon 

road things changed from past hikes. The 

road has been improved to allow equip-

ment access for removal of some trees to 

restore oak savannah and make a flyway 

for endangered butterflies. We followed 

it for a short way, then turned upward 

cross-country toward the summit of Old 
Baldy.  

As in any Obsidian hike there are 

short stops for flowers, birds, neat rocks, 

views, and today a herd of Texas long-

Hikes 

Happy group shot on Old Baldy - Springfield in background. 
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horn cattle. Jean is trying to find the own-

ers, whose cattle are getting free meals. 

Then we climb the steep slope to the 

summit (2000ô) of Old Baldy where we 

had lunch. While the valley view is ex-
cellent, the peaks off to the southeast 

were covered in clouds. After our lunch 

stop we headed down toward the west.  

Here we saw the butterfly flyway 

through what used to be thick woods. 

The small firs are gone, but the big old 

trees stay to keep the effects of wind 

down, which helps the butterflies to fly 

more easily. I was impressed with the 

logging work, as debris was piled up in 

small burn piles, or hauled off to chip, 

plus obvious care had been used to re-
duce any erosion. Slowly we continued 

downhill to the big meadow area and 

across the Old Wagon Road and down 

toward the Main Caves area where the 

Obsidian Climbing Schools were taught 

for years. Here is where I got caught in 

not checking the complete route for the 

hike prior to dragging people along. In 

the past it has been a nice stroll though 

the woods on deer trails. I had checked 

out the lower part, but did not do this 
section. And here is where TNC had 

done some work, which made travel a bit 

of a pain, involving a lot of back and 

forth around things, but at last we got to 

the fence crossing above the Main Caves.  

We made a short visit to an area I 

spent many happy times teaching rock 

climbing students of the Obsidian Climb-

ing School, but which now is covered in 

Scotch broom and moss. Jean and Michelle 

left us at the meadow below, to head on 

down, with everybodyôs THANKS for 
making this a very informative hike. We 

then continued up to the Wall Street 

Overlook, which I also wanted to share 

with the others, and then it was time to 

head on back to vehicles.  En route we 

passed ñThe Whaleò where in the past we 

would teach basic rock skills, before tak-

ing students to Main Caves.  We made it 

to the parking lot, thanks to Tom Happy, 

my excellent ñTail End Charlieò who 

reported all hikers accounted for. All the 
hikers earned the ñOfficial Cross Country 

Hiking Badgeò and I am thankful they 

did not stone the leader for leading them 

through the slash pile.   

Members: Dan Bates, Brad Bennett, 

Sue Carey, Rob Castleberry, Dan Chris-

tensen, Pat Esch, Gary Kirk, Lynne 

Moody and Doug Nelson; nonmembers: 

Tom Happy, John Hartman, Erik Muller 

and Sally O'Donnell. 

Eula Ridge  
June 1, 2008 
Leader: Rich Romm 
Photo: Rich Romm 
10 miles, 3,300 ft. (Difficult) 
 

 

 

SPRINGTIME  IN  PARIS:  the sun, the 
flowers, the Eiffel Tower. This wasn't it. 

It was a cold damp day up the steep Eula 

Ridge Trail then down The Hardesty 

Trail. As if the terrain and steepness 

weren't enough, the trail was blocked by 

multiple downed trees, so it was over 

some, and under others. It took a while 

but it was a hardy group and we enjoyed 

our little saunter to the summit. The 

Hardesty Trail was free of downed tim-

ber, and was a welcome relief on our 

descent.   
Members: Chrissy Anderson, Denise 

Butler, Mardel Chinburg, Daphne James, 

Richard Romm and Elle Weaver.  Non-

members: Michael Cooper, Jerry Good-

nough, Ron Swisher and Kathleen 

Wilkowski. 
 

Washburne/China Creek  
June 7, 2008 
Leader: Marshall Kandell 
Photo:  Cathy McLaughlin 
5 miles, 400 ft. (Easy) 
 

DESPITE A WEEK  OF RAIN  and dark 

clouds (and some rain enroute to the 
coast), we enjoyed a day of fine hiking 

weather: cool, no wind, occasional efforts 

at sunshine and just a drop or two of mois-

ture to remind us that lunchtime was over.  

The tide was as low as I've ever seen 

it, with lots of rocky creature-covered 

outcroppings to explore that are normally 

below water. A rabbit welcomed us into 

the parking area and a seal monitored our 

progress along the beach from his rocky 

perch, while a second seal basked in the 

near sunshine farther away. We saw star-

fish, anemone and sand dollars galore. 

Whatever streams crossed the sand (and 

there appeared to be more than usual) 
were so shallow they had no effect on our 

stroll. Still no hobbits spotted on the way 

up the highway, but I felt their beady 

eyes watching us.  

We snacked at the beaver pond, 

lunched at the meadow, and tried not to 

step on salamanders along the China 

Creek loop and creekside on the way 

back through the campground. We fin-

ished back on the surf and stopped on the 

way home to check out the tiger lilies at 

Darlingtonia Botanical Garden, and to 

replenish our calorie losses at Alpha Bit.   

Thanks to Julie Dorland for driving. 

Also in the happy wanderer party with 

Harbor seal checking out hikers on the Washburne/China Creek hike. 
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me were Joan Abel, nonmember Cathy 

McLaughlin (who just moved back to 

Eugene from Portland), and members 

Lynne Moody and Nancy Whitfield. 
 

Brice/Trestle Creek Falls 
June 8, 2008 
Leader: Chrissy Anderson 
8 miles, 1,000 ft. (Moderate) 
 

WHAT  A PERFECT, pleasantly warm sunny 

day. We felt very lucky considering it has 

rained every day as far back as anyone can 

remember, and then it resumed raining the 

day after the hike. Starting at the upper 

Brice Creek trailhead, the hikers in front set 

a lively pace, and we quickly climbed 900 

feet to reach Upper Trestle Creek Falls, 
which is incredible with all the rain and 

snowmelt. Next we hiked to Lower Trestle 

Creek Falls, then back down to the main 

trail for a leisurely lunch at the bridge. We 

continued at a post-lunch pace 5 miles 

down to the lower trailhead and our shuttle 

car. On the way we stopped at a beautiful 

summer swim hole and lounged like sea 

lions on the rocks. A few of us momentar-

ily put a foot or hand in the frigid, raging 

river. Throughout the day, we identified 
lots of flowers, not necessarily correctly, 

but to our satisfaction, and saw some newts 

and butterflies. This was my very first hike 

as a leader, so I was especially grateful to 

have such a friendly, fun group. Our group 

of 11 included nonmembers Art Kearney, 

Ernst Schwintzer, Sandor Lau, and mem-

bers Laurie Funkhouser, Charlie Van 

Deusen, Valerie Metcalfe, Mel Zavodsky, 

Jim Fritz, Pat Hutchins, Marianne Camp, 

and myself. 

Tamolitch Pool 
June 12, 2008 
Leader: Marshall Kandell 
Photo:  Barb Revere 
4 miles, 200 ft. (Easy) 
 

WITH  CLEAR  LAKE  (our planned hike) 

still in the grip of winter snow, we turned 

to Plan B - a hike to nearby Tamolitch 

Pool, where the heavy spring snow-melt 

and run-off had transformed the usual 

"dry" waterfall (since the river usually 

goes underground at this point) into a 

picture-postcard thing of beauty - a real 

"wet" waterfall that poured into the tur-
quoise pool. Accompanying the water-

fall, like family offspring, were a few 

small side tumblers. We began our trip 

with a quick visit to Sahalie Falls. Al-

ways a powerful force, it was a booming 

dynamo that caused spray and mist to rise 

high enough to create rainbows. Oh, and 

let me say something about the weather. 

Leaving Eugene in 39-degree chill, we 

were all prepared for frigid temps at 

4,000 feet. It turned out to be shirt-sleeve 
weather, with warm sunshine and a 

cloudless sky. The temperature when we 

returned to our cars was in the mid to 

high 70s. We had a large group of 14 

hikers, half of them nonmembers. All in 

all, it was a joyous, perfect Oregon hik-

ing day. The only problem encountered 

was getting everyone roused from their 

lunch and sunbathing break at the pool 

for the hike back. Thanks to Jim Pierce 

and Pat Hutchins for helping out with the 

driving. Members included Joan Abel, 
Pat Hutchins, Marshall Kandell, Norma 

Lockyear, Jim Pierce, Margaret Prentice 

and Barb Revere; nonmembers were 

Ralph Core, Pat Endicott, Gary and Kate 

Herse, Cathy McLaughlin and Darlene 

and Robert York. 
 

Spencer Butte 

June 18, 2008 
Leader: Janet Hall 
Photo:  Jim Pierce 
7 miles, 1,600 ft. (Moderate) 
 

 
 

WE HIKED  FROM  MARTIN  at the end of 

Amazon Drive, going up the trail to meet 

the Ridgeline Trail, across Fox Hollow 

Road and up to the top of Spencer Butte. 
We had hoped to find butterflies to greet 

us at the top as June is supposed to be the 

best butterfly observation time in that 

area according to the book Finding Lane 

County Butterflies by Neil Bjorklund, but 

it seems the weather has been too cool 

for them to be out. If you want to find 

butterflies go in the late afternoon if you 

can. We did see one immature butterfly 

on the way down (i.e. a caterpillar). An-

other good book to have is The Guide to 
Butterflies of Oregon and Washington by 

William Neill, which has good photos. I 

use Bjorklund's book to locate butterflies 

and Neill's book to help with identifica-

tion, but there are other good books 

available.  After dining atop the butte, 

Jim and Janet Jacobson collected litter in 

their lunch bags. Janet got quite good at 

picking up trash with her walking sticks, 

using them somewhat like chop sticks, 

which was very impressive. It was a most 

enjoyable day with nice mild Oregon 
weather and good friendship.  Members: 

Janet Hall, Janet Jacobson and Jim 

Pierce. 
 

Hills of Southwest Eugene 
June 19, 2008 
Leader: Joanne Ledet 
4 miles, 400 ft. (Easy) 
 

THE HIKERS  WANTED  A GOOD WALK  
and did not want to travel out of town. 

Tamolitch Pool with its accompanying ñusually dryò falls. 


