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Summer Trips Campaign 2008:  

Change Is In the Air!  

By Barb Revere 
 

W 
E HEAR IT  WHISPERED on 

the wind, burbling in the 
raindrops and swooshing at 

our local coffee bar: ñBig change is 
coming.ò ï in Congress, the White 

House and our climate. The 2008 Obsid-
ian Summer Trips Campaign is chang-
ing too! This year will be different. 

We are changing the protocol for 
entering your trips into the 2008 Sum-
mer Trips schedule. We are asking 

leaders to step up in the first two weeks 
of March and email or phone in their 
trip selections. We hope to get most 

trips self-scheduled by the leaders -- 
and hope leaders get their trips in early, 
before we unleash the Summer Trips 

Committee in the last two weeks of March. 

Remember, we usually need a bit of time for ñtrip-jugglingò to accommodate and 

balance the schedule. First come, first served ï so get your trips entered early and get 
the dates you want. Also, see the working schedule at www.obsidians.org/strips for 

possible conflicts. 

How to Self -schedule Your Trips  

Check your calendar, select your hikes, check the working schedule for conflicts, 

then email or phone in the information for your trips: place, date, distance and eleva-
tion are all we need. Email summertrips@obsidians.org or phone Barb at 726-4989, 

or Janet at 343-8030. 

We know that change can be scary, but itôs the only way to make things better.  
Weôve no advice for dealing with future occupants of the White House.  As for cli-
mate change, remember summer is hot and getting hotter! So donôt forget that some 

of the nicest hiking weather is in September, October and, even November. 

Schedule  

 Mar 1 ï Mar 15 Leaders send trips  to summertrips@obsidians.org  
  or phone Barb at 726-4989, or Janet at 343-8030 

Mar 16 ï Mar 31 Committee members email/phone leaders asking for trips 
 Apr 1 ï Nov 15 Summer Trip Schedule 

 Apr 1 Schedule posted online 
 Apr 6 Schedule in April Online Bulletin 
 Apr 9 Hardcopy schedule mailed with April Bulletin 

Byways -By -Bus  

Schedule 2008  
 

See Insert 

2008 Membership  

Directory  

See Insert 
Online viewers:  Access member-
ship directory in the memberôs 

only area of the 
Obsidian website. 

Summer trip planning is underway with 

Barb Revere at the helm.  -  Photo by Tom Revere 

http://www.obsidians.org/strips
mailto:summertrips@obsidians.org
mailto:summertrips@obsidians.org
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Youth ..................................... Scott Hovis 
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Deadline  

for March 2008 Bulletin 

Saturday, March 1, 2008 
 

Assembly/Mailing Team  

For January Bulletin  
 

Don Baldwin, Marc Hansen, Yuan Hop-
kins, John and Lenore McManigal, and 
Lou Maenz , crew chief 

Call Manager ....................... Vera Woolley 
Assembly & Mail Manager......  Lou Maenz 
 

Editorial Team  

Writing & Editorial Staff ...... Jean Coberly, 
Janet & John Jacobsen, Barb Revere, 
Beth Roy 

Copy Editors .....  Jean Coberly & Beth Roy  
Graphics, Design & Desktop  Publishing      

 .............. Stewart Hoeg & John Jacobsen 

Editors Note: At the July 2007 Board 

meeting, President John Pegg asked for a 

volunteer to serve on the SRHS citizen 

task force. Since Janet led many hikes in 

the Ridgeline area and is knowledgeable 
of the area, the Board felt she would be a 

good representative. 

 

T 
HE SOUTH  RIDGELINE  Habit 

Study (SRHS) mapped and 

evaluated approximately 2,600 
acres of undeveloped upland habitat 

along Eugeneôs South Ridgeline.  Six 

community workshops were held in the 

spring of 2007.  I was part of a nine-

member citizen task force that met from 

August through November to study the 

issues and to draft a conservation pro-

posal. 

The nine members included property 

owners, conservationists, developers, and 

recreationists (me).  We were to leave 

our ñhatsò at the door and come to con-

sensus for the greater good of the com-

munity. Before we made any conserva-

tion recommendations the nine members 
agreed on three priorities: 1. Biodiversity 

(habitats) 2. Stormwater  (habitats with 

direct surface water) 3. Recreational Val-

ues (habitats that contribute to recrea-

tional experience). 

There were two public hearings 

about the draft conservation proposal in 

January 2008. The next step in the time-

line is a public hearing on the draft rec-

ommendations before presenting them to 

the Eugene Planning Commission in the 

spring.   If you would like to read more 
about the proposal or offer feedback, 

visit the project web site at 

www.EugeneNR.org. It includes a new 

map portal that allows you to look up 

specific properties and view mapped 

habitat information. Here you can see 

how property is categorized in the draft 

conservation proposal. 

This is the short version of what hap-

pened over the three-month period!  The 

long version is on the project website. 
 

 

 
 

Theodosia Leppman 
 Dody, as her friends called her, died at 

age 86, on January 24, 2008, after a lengthy 

illness. A service will be held later.   

Born Oct. 2, 1921, in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, to Kristian and Gerda Hal-

dorson Olafson. She married Wolfgang 

Leppmann May 11, 1946 in Montreal. 

She held a bachelorôs degree from the 

University of Manitoba and a masterôs of 

social work from the University of To-

ronto. She was a social worker and 

homemaker, and owned the Jabberwocky 

card and gift store in Eugene. 

Dody became a member of the Ob-

sidians in 1990, with her first bus trip, 

which was to Proxy Falls.  Altogether, 

she went on 97 bus trips. Her last trip 

was to visit Oregon City Historical 

Homes in April 2005. 

  

 
Frances Newsom 

Frances died January 12, 2008 in 

Olympia, Washington, where she moved 

about 3 years ago, to be near her son 

Keith.   

The Bulletin will have a complete 

obituary in  the March issue. 

O B I T U A R I E S  

South Ridgeline Habitat Study  

by Janet Jacobsen  

New Members 
 

ANDERSON, CHRISSY (Active) 

  40205 Brice Creek Road 
  Culp Creek, OR 97427 

  946-1732  chrisyanderic@hotmail.com 

PIERCE, CHARLENE  (Active) 
1775 Cameo Drive, Eugene  97405 

344-1775  laodyssey@juno.com 

WANSER, SUSAN (Active) 
170 Prasad Court, Springfield  97477 

221-2753  smwanser@comcast.net 

 

Reinstated Members 
 

WEST, MARIAN  (Active) 
441 W D St, Springfield  97477 

746-6263  laurel97477@yahoo.com 

Welcome! 

http://www.obsidians.org/
mailto:bulletin@obsidians.org
http://www.eugenenr.org/
mailto:chrisyanderic@hotmail.com
mailto:laodyssey@juno.com
mailto:smwanser@comcast.net
mailto:laurel97477@yahoo.com
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Story and Photos by Chris Stockdale 
 

H 
OW CAN A COUNTRY that has 
as its philosophy ñGross Na-

tional Happinessò be any-
thing but a delight?  How can a coun-
try that has an extraordinary mixture of 

the old and new, such as a Buddhist 
monk with a cell phone to his ear, solar 
panels on old houses up in the moun-

tains, or young children in remote, ba-
sic classrooms learning English, not be 
a fascinating place to visit?  Friendly, 

beautiful people, spectacular scenery--
what more could you want? 
 

 When the eight of us reconvened at 

the hotel for lunch after returning from 
our trek, we hardly recognized each 
other.  Eight days worth of dirt and for 

some, beard growth, had been removed 
and we glowed.  What a glorious feel-
ing hot water can impart to a tired 

body. 

 But we didnôt stop to rest.  A short-

age of time and too much to see kept us 

going. 

 After a great nightôs sleep, we 
headed east toward Thimpu, the capital 

of Bhutan.  Along the way we stopped 
to watch a darts match played between 
two teams of men from separate towns.  

These are not the pub darts weôre used 
to but are large ones that can be thrown 
a long distance.  Targets are set up at 

two ends of the competition site and 

each team attempts to throw darts to hit 

the oppos-

ing target.  
The team 

waiting at 

that end 
will per-
form little 
d a n c e s 

and songs 
of deri-
sion when 

the target 
is missed.  
W h e n 

they hit 
the target 

of course 

the throw-
ing team has their song and dance.  
This is one of the two national sports of 
Bhutan, the other being archery.  Ap-

parently women donôt take part in ei-
ther. When I asked our guide Sonam 
about that he replied that the women 

were at home cooking.  And this in a 
country that boasts about the equality 

of men and women! 

 I DONôT WANT  TO HEAR complaints 

about bad roads and potholes in Eugene 
ever again.  The road to Thimpu, which 
is the main East-West highway, is hor-

rendous.  Not only is it extremely nar-
row, with barely room for two small 
vehicles to pass each other, but also in 
many places it hugs the edge of the 

river canyon, with steep, unprotected 
drops to the 
raging river.  

A l t h o u g h 
described as 
ñpaved,ò the 

road barely 
met that de-
scription in 

many places.  
Travel along 
this road is 
slow, not 

only because 

of the bad 
surface, but 

b e c a u s e 
every time 
two vehicles 

met they would have to get past each 
other without sending one into the ra-

vine.  The Bhutanese government is 
improving this road and Sonam told us, 
to our rather skeptical reception, that it 

would be done by 2010.  Why skepti-
cal?  Because the improvement work is 
being done by thousands of imported 
Indian laborers, both men and women, 

who line the road making gravel by 
hammering at rocks.  Talk about hard 
labor!  A few modern machines help 

out every once in a while.  The Indians 
are brought in to do this menial labor, 
as the Bhutanese donôt want to do it.  

(Sound somewhat familiar?) 

 W ITH  JUST A BRIEF  money-

changing stop in Thimpu, we headed 
toward Punakha, which, at about 4500ô, 

was the lowest elevation we experi-
enced in our trip.  The scenery as we 
dropped down from a pass of about 
10,000ô was spectacular with hillsides 

covered with terraced golden rice pad-
dies and houses scattered all over.  The 
main attraction in Punakha is the 

Punakha Dzong.   (Dzong is usually a 
combination of a fortress and a monas-
tery and, as are others, the Punakha 

Dzong is used for the administrative 

offices of the region).  It was built in 
1647 at the confluence of two rivers 

and has recently undergone extensive 
renovation after suffering major dam-

(Continued on page 4) 

Land of the Thunder Dragon - Part II  

The Punakha Valley  

Larry and prayer wheels at the Punakha Dzong  


