


























Page 14 www.obsidians.org The Obsidian Bulletin 

 

 

sometimes a pink blush at the base of the 

stem); coral mushroom (looks like 

coral!); slippery jack (yellow-brown cap, 

yellow pores on underside instead of 

gills, slimy cap); and boletus mushrooms 
of an unknown species. I was accompa-

nied by members Beth Roy, Wayne 

Cleall and Carol Stout. Paul Seeman just 

submitted his membership application. 

Linda Danielson completed her third 

hike and is preparing her application. 

Other nonmembers on the hike were 

Sarah Nestor, Lynne Tracy, Chris 

Pawling and Marleen Marshall. 

 
Middle Pyramid 
September 16, 2007  
Leader: Jane Hackett  
4 miles, 1,900 ft. (Moderate) 
 

IT WAS A DAMP TRIP, what with mist, 

some rain and an abundance of dripping 

plants hanging over the trail. We were 

glad we had our raingear. Gaiters would 

have been appreciated. After a quick 

snack on the viewless summit, we made 

a hasty retreat. We encountered nine 

cheerful Chemeketans who must have 
hiked up the longer North Pyramid trail. 

Hiking with me were Janet Jacobsen and 

nonmember Kent Mueller. Back home, 

we were surprised to learn it had been a 

dry day in Eugene. 

 

Belknap Crater 
September 20, 2007  
Leader: John Jacobsen  
Photo: Shawn Phelps 
9 miles, 1,672 ft. (Difficult) 
 

 
 

WE STARTED NORTH on the PCT from 

McKenzie Pass Hwy. about 10:15 a.m. 

on a beautiful, partly cloudy, cool day. 

The first half-mile of trail was in trees, 

but we soon entered the Little Belknap 
lava field. After another 2.5 miles 

through the open lava, we passed by 

Little Belknap and shortly thereafter we 

left the PCT and cross-countried to the 

base of Belknap Crater‘s cinder cone. 

This year, we did a loop route around to 

the north face of Belknap Crater, up 

through scree, then along a lava trough 

and, finally, more scree to the crater rim. 

Almost the entire trip provided great 

views of the Sisters, Mt. Washington and 
surrounding area, with the view from the 

top being the most spectacular. There 

was a cold wind on top; so, after a rela-

tively quick lunch, we did a fast descent 

on the southeast scree slope. We hiked to 

Little Belknap, where we explored the 

lava tubes and the sources of all that 

lava. A three-mile hike back to the trail 

head completed a great fall day.  Mem-

bers Brad Bennett, John Jacobsen, Barb 

Revere and Rich Romm; and nonmem-

bers Sabine Dutoit, Lynne Moody, 
Shawn Phelps and Steve Stifel. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
The Callahans 
August 25, 2007  
Leader: Doug Nelson  
2 miles, 600 ft. (Class 5) 
 

D 
ESPITE A FAIR AMOUNT of pre-trip 

interest, I only had two compan-

ions for my day of sport climbing above 

the Umpqua Valley west of Roseburg. 

We met on a fine late summer morning, 

with bright blue skies and the promise of 

moderate temperatures, and made the 

drive south to an area of sandstone out-

croppings on timber land owned by 

Weyerhaeuser on Reston Ridge known 

to local rock climbers as ―The Cal-

lahans,‖ which has been developed as a 
sport climbing area. Local climbers have 

built the access trails and done signs 

encouraging good stewardship by users 

to help keep this enjoyable resource 

available. A short, but steep hike from 

the parking area brings you up through 

the woods and to the base of multiple 

sandstone pillars with many bolted sport 

climbs with wide degrees of difficulty. 

The woods provide good shade at the 

base of the rocks, though the sun can be 
quite warm as you climb above the trees. 

It is a good idea to know what poison 

oak looks like if you're going to be ex-

ploring this area!  We climbed routes 

with difficulty ratings from 5.6 to 5.10. 

We each took our turns on the ―sharp 

end,‖ on belay and as designated climb-

ing critic. It was a day of good compan-
ionship, challenge on the rock and the 

pleasure of a beautiful woodlands and 

wide views across the valley. And just 

for good measure, we stopped for double 

dips of ice cream at Rice Hill on the way 

home! I think I can safely say, ―A good 

time was has by all.‖ Members: Sue 

Carey, Wayne Deeter and Doug Nelson. 

 
Mt. McLoughlin 
August 25-26, 2007  
Leader: John Pegg  
11 miles 3,900 ft. (I-1) 
 

MT. MCLOUGHLIN is the highest peak 

in southern Oregon and an accessible 

9,000‘ mountain, with a trail to the top. 

But, with 3,915‘ of elevation and signifi-
cant rock scrambling, it is definitely 

more a climb than a hike. It would be 

much more popular with Obsidians if it 

were not so far away. We left Saturday 

afternoon, had a wonderful dinner at 

Olive Garden in White City, then slept 

under clear warm skies at the trailhead. 

At 11 a.m. we were on the summit. 

There were low clouds over Medford, 

but beautiful, clear views of Shasta and 

the surrounding mountains. What better 

way to spend a weekend! Climbers were 
Laurie Funkhouser, Daphne James, 

Doug McCarty and John Pegg. 

 
South Sister 
September 2, 2007  
Leader: Buzz Blumm  
12 miles, 4,800 ft. 
 

ANOTHER BEAUTIFUL late summer day 

on South Sister -- this time on a holiday 

weekend just following an R-G article on 

the mountain by Bill Sullivan, rendering 

this the most crowded time I've seen 

there.  By mutual agreement, the pace 

was slow, but with clear skies and lots of 

daylight, it was just fine. Everyone 

reached the summit early to mid-

afternoon, enjoyed the views, watched 

the Black Butte fire spread, then headed 

back.  Hikers‘ ages varied from 11 to 66 
and included Obsidians Andrew Blumm, 

Buzz Blumm, Charles Durham, Brian & 

Mary Hamilton and Janet Jacobsen; and 

nonmembers Meredith Fox, Eric Gurzon, 

Leslie Sullivan and Vonnie Willard. 
 

Climbs 
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Lewis and Clark Expedition 
End of Trail 
September 4-5, 2007  
Leaders: Barbara & Paul Beard  

 

O 
UR FUN-FILLED trip, on which we 

literally walked the footsteps of 
Lewis & Clark, left Eugene at 8 a.m. 

First stop was Avery Park in Corvallis, a 

beautiful place to stretch our legs. We 

connected with Hwy. 22 at Rickreall and 

headed for the coast. A coffee break was 

enjoyed in the Van Duzer Corridor along 

the beautiful Salmon River. Joining Hwy. 

101 just north of Lincoln City, we went 

north over Cascade Head to Pacific City, 

where we began our trek along the three 

capes scenic route to our destination and 
an authentic cookout of many of the 

foods Lewis and Clark would have dined 

on while wintering on the Oregon Coast 

in 1805-1806. 

Lunch at Whiskey Creek Fish Hatch-

ery (about 10 miles SW of Tillamook) 

was a feast of salmon prepared about five 

different ways -- smoked, poached, 
grilled, planked and wrapped in corn 

husks with crab -- venison stew with wild 

mushrooms, wild blackberry cobbler and 

chicken on skewers (representing the 

pheasant, duck and waterfowl eaten on 

the expedition). Extra goodies included 

fresh garden tomato salad, watermelon, 

cornbread with honey whipped butter and 

ice cream to top off the cobbler.  Lunch 

and the patio breakfast the next day at 

our lodge were prepared and served by 

the Beard family. (Note: For Barbara’s 
venison stew recipe, see report online.) 

After lunch, there was a tour of the hatch-

ery, which operates on donations and 

membership dues; no state monies.  

Then we headed for Cape Meares. The 

day was beautiful with blue skies and the 

views and walk to the lighthouse abso-
lutely spectacular. Continuing around the 

Cape led us to the spit area of Tillamook 

Bay, where the famous town literally fell 

into the ocean over a period of approxi-

mately 50 years. Ewart Baldwin was one 

of the professionals asked to observe and 

comment on the area of destruction in the 

50s. Most agreed this was a manmade 

disaster. Another jetty has been built on 

the south side of the Tillamook Bay en-

trance to maintain the bay and its good 

access to the ocean. Traveling around the 

bay on Hwy. 131 gives a good feeling of 
how that area can flood and slides occur 

at the slightest storm. Most of the area, 

basically, is all sand. 

We continued north to Cannon Beach 

and dined at Doogers, a great place with 

excellent seafood. We arrived at quaint 

Ecola Creek Lodge, overlooking the park 

and beach, where we literally spent the 

night at the last recorded stop of the 

Lewis and Clark Expedition. The rough 

cross-country trip from Fort Clatsop was 

also made by Sacajawea, who wanted to 
see the big fish and the big water.  The 

lodge had patios and a fish pond. Bunnies 

played in the grass and nibbled goodies 

from our hands. Picturesque!  

DAY 2: A little mist, but nothing to 

dampen our spirits. The rugged terrain of 

Ecola State Park, with fantastic views 

and thick forests, gave us a real apprecia-

tion of what the expedition had to endure 

(our distances, however, were easily trav-

eled thanks to Mo‘s skillful bus driving).  

We briefly stopped at the Salt Works in 

Seaside to view the area and rockery built 

to keep pots of water boiling 24 hours a 

day to make enough salt for the six-
month trip back home. The tour at the 

rebuilt Fort Clatsop was one to be re-

membered. Our guide -- who came from 

Ohio for the summer -- was very thor-

ough and witty. One could really get a 

sense of how difficult survival was inside 

the fort. Really quite a small place. 

On to the mighty Columbia River via 

the Lewis River route; over the top of 

Astoria Hill; and down the steep streets 

of Astoria to the historic Cannery Cafe 
on the waterfront -- with some large ships 

and Coast Guard boats passing close by 

our windows -- where Lewis and Clark 

would have floated down this awesome 

river in their dugout canoes.  Homeward 

bound, we wound through wooded for-

ests and logged countryside. What a con-

trast. All riders can claim of traveling 

Hwy. 47 in its entirety. We were back to 

Eugene about 7 p.m. 

Members: Ethel Allen, Ewart Baldwin, 

Barbara & Paul Beard, Paula Beard, 
Louise Behnke, MaryLee Cheadle, Kent 

Christoferson, Sharon Cutsforth, Rose-

mary Etter, Rachel Fiszman, Barbara & 

Dennis Flanders, Jeannette Forsman, 

Dora Harris, Maryann Holser, Marjorie 

Jackson, Rosella Jones, Dot Leland, John 

& Lenore McManigal, Cleora Mersdorf, 

Barbara & Don Payne, Virginia Prouty, 

Liz Reanier, Dorothy Sistrom, Julie 
Snell, Dick & Janet Speelman and Vera 

Woolley.  Nonmembers: Ron Baur, Suzy 

Hess, Juanita Morris, Carolyn Rayborn, 

Susan Reinoel and Jerry Wojcik. 

 

 

 
 

Woodburn: 
A Diverse Community  
June 5, 2007  
Leader: Mary Ellen West  
 

THE NORTHERN VALLEY bus trip 

stopped at the Schreiner Iris Gardens for 

coffee, a treat amongst the beautiful flo-

ral displays. Our next stop was at the 
Settlemeier House in Woodburn, a mag-

nificent Victorian house built by the town 

founder in 1892. Our next stop was at 

Wellspring, the new wellness center. It is 

a remarkable rejuvenation of an old K-

Mart. The unique facility is a part of 

Silverton Hospital. After a tour, bus trip-

pers enjoyed lunch at the Wellspring Bis-

tro. The meals were very good. 

 Then it was on to the world berry mu-

seum, the local historical center. In the 

old theater auditorium, we heard about 

the Russian Old Believer residents and 
the community relations director for 

Woodburn spoke about the large His-

panic population. A diverse community 

indeed! 

We drove by the Old Believer Church 

and prayer houses, notable for their onion 

shaped domes. 

Finally, our last stop was at the 

Bauman Farms, a fourth generation nurs-

ery and farm operation, from 1896. Ob-

sidians were seen with shopping bags 

loaded with farm produce, plants, pastry, 

candy and other things as they boarded 

the bus for the trip home. 

Members Barbara & Paul Beard, Louise 

Behnke, Mary Lee Cheadle, Barbara 

Chinn, Jean Coberly, Donna Halker, 
Dora Harris, Margit Hollerud, Mary Ann 

Holser, Phyllis Hulse, Ray Jensen, 

Rosella Jones, John & Lenore McMani-

gal, Barbara & Don Payne, Liz Reanier, 

Edith Rode, Paula Sievers, Dorothy Sis-

trom, Julia Snell, Mary Ellen West and 

Vera Woolley. 

ByWays 

By Bus 
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By Janet Jacobsen 
 

A  GATHERING OF PRINCESSES -- On Sept. 7, Catherine 

Jones and Margaret Wiese hosted the Princesses in the 

solarium on the top floor of Cascade Manor. The panoramic 
view made it  seem like we were  eating our sack lunches on 
top of a mountain. The discussion centered around summer 

camp news. There was time for each to share the latest hap-
penings in her life.  Attending were Mary Bridgeman, Jane 
Hackett, Delores Haddad, Janet Jacobsen, Dot Leland, Peggy 

Mathes, Lenore McManigal, Natalie Morgan, Rosemarie 
Moffitt and Velma Shirk. 
 

* * * 
 

DID YOU READ Bill Sullivan‘s recent article on Hand Lake 
Shelter in the R-G? The Obsidians were involved in the resto-

ration of the shelter in August 1993.  The Obsidians who 
worked on it were Bill and Donna Eimstad, Glenn Meares, 
Gene Thaxton, John and Lenore McManigal, Marriner Orum, 
Dave Predeek and Bea Fontana.  Vi Johnson thinks there is a 

plaque on the shelter, but she is not sure about that.   

 

Hand Lake Forest Shelter undergoing restoration by Forest Service 

workers and Obsidian volunteers in August 1993.  Thanks to Pam 

Delaney for this original sketch.  From the November 1993 Bulletin. 
 

* * * 
 

IN THE FALL Duck Store catalog, there are photos of two 
Obsidians:  Pema Chhophyel and Deb Carver. Guess we need 

them to model Obsidian clothing. 
 

* * * 
 

A FEW OF OUR MEMBERS volunteer with other organizations 
to help preserve the wilderness, hiking trails and native 
plants. Last spring, Sylvia Harvey and Michael BeBout 
signed up with Wilderness Volunteers for three outings. In 

March, they were at Caladesi Island State Park, a barrier is-

land off the coast from Tampa.  The work project included 
tearing out old walkways and rebuilding them with new ma-

terials.. Mike also helped built a turtle box to protect eggs 
from predators.  In April, they removed fence posts at  the 
Chaco Culture National Historical Park in New Mexico.  

And, in May, they were at Utah‘s Canyonlands National Park 

to remove tamarisk (an invasive shrub/tree that has clogged 

waterways and sucked water from native plants) in Big 

Spring and Little Spring Canyons. 
  Sylvia says to check out www.wildernessvolunteers.org 

right now, since the trips go fast and there are waiting lists.  
All trips cost $239, are one week long and are limited  to 12 or 
fewer participants. Meals are included in the trip price.  Partici-
pants share camp chores. Most trips include extra time to ex-

plore and enjoy the area in which they are based. Participants 
provide their own camping gear, a sense of adventure and a 
willingness to contribute  time and energy to worthy projects. 

Pat Soussan volunteered for a work week  in July with the 
Yosemite Association. Pat worked with a plant protector 
crew of 12 in Wawona Meadow and the Mariposa Grove of 

giant sequoias removing non-native plants, assisting with 

vegetation monitoring, surveying and meadow assessments.  
The cost was $75.  Participants  work four eight-hour days, with 

a day off mid-week. Three meals a day and campsites are pro-
vided. A park ranger supervises.  Pat said, ―This is the  third time 
I have volunteered and I would do it again.‖  For info, check: 

www.yosemite.org/helpus/volunteer.html#workweek 

Remember the article Maddy Schriver  wrote for the Octo-
ber 2006 Bulletin about her five weeks with the Northwest 
Youth Corps, building trails with a 12-person crew?   She 

volunteered again this summer!  Her crew worked on the 
Rogue River Trail and the Siskiyou Mountains.  In August, 
Maddy began her freshman year at Humboldt State. Way to 

go!  See: 
www.nwyouthcorps.org/summerconservationcorps.html 

Celebration Booth 
Fun and Games 

 

A GREAT MANY people helped staff our booth at the Eugene 
Celebration this year. Our thanks to all of them.  The rewards 
of the job are meeting interesting people and answering crazy 

questions: for example: 
I heard the Obsidians have great potlucks. Do they? 
Are you a rock hound group? I am interested in obsidian.  
Are there hikes in volcanoes?  

Is it OK to bring a beer?  
Do you have to rope up to climb Thielsen?  
Am I too old?  

What if there is a bear?  
Do you have nude hikes?  
This year‘s  volunteers included Ann-Marie Askew, Buzz 

Blumm, Barbara Bruns, Pema Chhophyel, Allan Coons, Lau-
rie Funkhouser, Jim Gillette, Richard Hughes, Diane & 
George Jeffcott, Janet & John Jacobsen, George Jobanek, 

Teresita Ladd, Anne Dhu McLucas, Jim Pierce, Helmut 
Plant, Virginia Prouty and Sharon Ritchie.  

By Anne Dhu McLucas, Publicity Chair 

Janet’s Jottings: 

Keeping Tabs on Our Members, Royal and Otherwise 

http://www.wildernessvolunteers.org/
http://www.yosemite.org/helpus/volunteer.html#workweek
http://www.nwyouthcorps.org/summerconservationcorps.html
http://www.obsidians.org
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Ski Patrol Needs “Victims” 

 

By Sarah Aitkin 

Willamette Pass Ski Patrol 
 

H 
I OBSIDIANS!  Every year, the ski 
patrol must participate in an an-

nual Outdoor Emergency Care re-
fresher course in preparation for the ski 
season. I am in charge of finding 

"patients/victims" for our emergency 

scenarios this year.  

I wonder if any of you might be in-
terested in being patients for us? It 

would entail donating a day of your 
time (on October 20th) and playing the 

part of someone injured (with a specific 

injury that you would be assigned, such 
as a broken leg or a fall from a chair-
lift). You would be "painted" with real-

istic "blood," maybe have realistic 
bones sticking out -- put in "costume," 

in other words. 

You would then have approximately 
100 ski patrol members, a few at a 
time, practicing rescue techniques for 
your specific injury. You would need 

to answer questions about what hap-
pened and how you feel. Your clothes 

would remain on! 

THE OUTDOOR EMERGENCY scenar-
ios are very interesting for anyone en-
gaged in outdoor activities. Having 

some knowledge of emergency care 
techniques is extremely valuable for 

anyone in the wilderness…or any-

where, really. It will be a day of prac-
ticing techniques, but the "victims" will 
also learn a lot about emergency care 

just by watching. It is really fun!  

At any rate, I really want a variety of 
ages for our victims. I am finding it 
easy to find kids and young adults 

(teens), but not too many older adults!  
There are, wonderfully, lots of older 
folks on the slopes and I want that 

group adequately represented.  

So, let me know if there is any inter-
est. No, it is not paid, but I do believe 

there will be yummy snacks provided! 
Thanks for your consideration. You can 
call me at work (484-2912) or home 

(338-3097).  

REI  
 

T 
RAIL MAINTENANCE DAY at the 

Callahans Climbing Area, Sat., 

Oct. 20, 9 a.m. -- Volunteers will be 
putting in new trails to the climbing 
area and maintaining existing trails. 

Meet at lower gate off Touchstone Rd. 
(west of Roseburg). Please bring tools 
and gloves if you have them (some will 
be available), water, closed-toe shoes 

and anything else you may need to get 
dirty! For more information, contact 
Dee or Dave at 689-7189.  

GPS 101, Tues., Oct.23., 7 p.m. -- Baf-
fled by your new GPS? Learn how to 

set waypoints, track your journey and 

use GPS with a map. Bring your hand-
held GPS unit. All navigation classes 
are free for REI members, $15 for non-

members. Register in person at cus-
tomer service or call 465-1800. 
 

SNOW CAMPING 101,  Fri., Oct. 26., 

7 p.m. -- Learn to snow camp safely 
and in comfort. Basic winter safety, trip 
planning, choosing the right gear, 

where to go and handy tips & tricks. 
Register in person at customer service 
or call 465-1800. Free.  
 

Events at Mt. Pisgah 
 

F 
OR RESERVATIONS and informa-
tion about the following events, 

call 747-1504.  ―Membership‖ refers to 

Arboretum membership, not Obsidian. 

MUSHROOMING ON THE MOUNTAIN, 
Sat./Sun., Oct. 13-14, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m. -- 

Intensive class for  beginning 
‗shroomers‘ offers instruction on  iden-
tification, picking, cooking, ecology, 

folklore and more!  Maggie Rogers of 
Oregon Mycological Society will lead 
interactive demonstrations, discussion 

and field identification.  A ‗shroom‘ 
hunt will follow Maggie‘s presentation. 
Cook and taste the fantastic fungi.  Fee: 
$60 ($50 members). Pre-registration 

required. 

BATS, SPIDERS & THINGS THAT 

CREEP N’ CRAWL! An Evening Full 
Moon Hike for Kids and Families, 
Frid., Oct. 26, 5-7 p.m. -- Join nature 
guide Tom Bettman for an evening 

walk  to look for Arboretum critters. 

Bring a flashlight for after the walk.  

Meet at visitor center.  Pre- registration 
required.  Fee: $10 per family of 5 or 

fewer (MPA members free!). Limit 20.  

MUSHROOM FESTIVAL AND PLANT 
SALE, Sun., Oct. 28, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. -- 
Presented by the Arboretum, the Cas-

cade Mycological Society and LCC.  
One of the largest mushroom displays 
on west coast, huge plant sale, scare-

crow contest, children‘s activities, hay-
rides, craft vendors, mushroom-
inspired food, fresh cider, music, wine 
and more. Suggested donation: $5 per-

son or $10 family.  MPA members 
free.  Call 747-3817 for more informa-

tion and to volunteer. 

MUSHROOM WALK, Sat., Nov. 3, noon
-2 p.m. -- Take a walk through forested 
trails with experienced mycologists 

Chris Melotti and Molly Widmer of the 
Cascade Mycological Society. Discuss 
identification, habitat, characteristics, 

natural history and the role of fungi 
within an ecosystem. Meet at visitor 
center, rain or shine.  Suggested dona-

tion: $5 (MPA members free).  Limit 20.  

HERBAL REMEDIES WORKSHOP, 
Sun., Nov. 4, 10 a.m.-noon. With herb-

alist Sue Sierralupe learn to identify 
medicinal autumn plants for treatment 
of humans and pets.  Sample specific 

herbal medicines. Sue will demonstrate 
how to make a tincture from Oregon 
grape root. Make  herbal glycerite to 

take home.  Class is geared towards 
students with a general understanding of 
herbal  medicine. Fee: $20 ($15 MPA 

members). Pre-registration required. 
 

Nearby Nature 
 

I 
F YOUR KIDS like creepy-crawlies 

and things that go bump in the 
night, then they‘ll love Nearby Na-
ture‘s 11th annual Haunted Hike on 

Friday, October 26th, from 5:30-9 pm in 
Alton Baker Park!  

Haunted Hike is free for Nearby Na-

ture members and $5 per person for 
non-members.  Be sure to bring a flash-
light, your hiking shoes, and your rain-
gear if it‘s a dark and stormy night.  

For more information or to register, 
please call Nearby Nature at 687-9699.  

OTHER ORGANIZATION EVENTS 
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SciEd Moves to 3rd Tuesday  
 

“YOU WILL BE TAKING better 

pictures, regardless of your camera 
type,‖ promises photographer Richard 

Walker, if you attend his SciEd presen-

tation at the lodge on Oct. 16 at 7 p.m. 

―Photography is seeing the image 
you want in your mind and getting that 
picture in the camera,‖ he says.  In ad-

dition to learning simple photo im-
provement tricks, Walker will display 
examples of crafts you can create from 

your photographs for use as Christmas 

gifts or for other purposes. 

 Walker used his advertising and mar-
keting degree to manage two television 
stations and in a career as sales man-

ager for a local billboard company.  His 
love of photography dates back to 
childhood and has prompted him to 

help others take better pictures. 

―We will try moving SciEd programs 

to the third Tuesday of each month to 

get more timely promotion in the Bul-
letin, says Chairperson Joella Ewing.  
In the past, the Bulletin usually arrived 

in member hands just after the second 
Tuesday SciEd programs.  

 

* * * 
 

“ARCTIC DANCE:  The Mardy Murie 
Story,” a DVD on the life of the 

mother of American conservation, re-
ceived a very positive response from 
those who attended the September 

SciEd program.  The film chronicled 
her life of conservation efforts, begin-
ning with the 540-mile dogsled honey-

moon she and her arctic wildlife biolo-
gist husband took in 1924 through up-
per Alaska to record the habits of cari-

bou.  It ended with Bill Clinton pre-

senting her the presidential medal of 

freedom in1998. 
In between, she was instrumental in 

preserving the Alaska Wildlife Refuge, 
Grand Teton National Park, passing the 
Wilderness Act of 1964 and founding 
the Wilderness Society. 

The film is available from Eugene 
Public Library.  "Two in the Far 
North," a book by Margaret E. Murie 

and Terry Tempest Williams (2001), 
can be purchased new on the internet 
for $15.95 or used from $5.61.  Obsid-

ian Bob Foster said he read her second 

book, "Wapiti Wilderness" (1966) and 
that it was great.  Again, check the 

Internet if you can‘t find it locally.   
Many thanks to Obsidian Judy New-

man for lending us her DVD.  
 

— Joella Ewing, SciEd Chair 

SCIED TUESDAY - OCTOBER 16  
 

Program Focuses On Taking Better Photos 

Yellowstone’s Winter Wonderland 
By Chris Cunningham 

 “YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK is 

simply as good as snowshoeing gets in North America,‖ says 
Mel Mann, Campbell Senior Center program supervisor and 

October‘s potluck presenter. He waxes, ―… Champagne pow-
der snow, breathtaking geysers and magnificent wildlife.‖  

Anyone considering options for chasing this winter‘s blues 

away won‘t want to miss Mann‘s program about his week-
long winter snowshoe excursion, with home bases at Yellow-
stone‘s Mammoth Hot Springs Resort and Old Faithful Snow 
Lodge.  Mann will share practical information about how to 

prepare for a snowshoe trip to the Rocky Mountains.  
Of general interest, he‘ll discuss wildlife ecology and the 

changes that have occurred in Yellowstone since the successful 

reintroduction of the wolf in 1995 and 1996. Although wolves 
were native to Yellowstone when the park was established in 
1872, there were no wolves as recently as 1994.  

YELLOWSTONE FACTOIDS.  You may not know that Yel-
lowstone National Park is: 

•  the world’s first national park   •  3,472 square miles 

•  63 air miles north to south   •  54 air miles east to west 

•  96% in Wyoming   •   3% in Montana    •   1% in Idaho 
• 11,358 feet at its highest point (Eagle Peak)  •  5,282 feet 

at its lowest point (Reese Creek)   •  covered 5% by wa-

ter; 15% by grassland; and 80% by forest;  
…or that Yellowstone has: 

• precipitation ranging from 10 inches at the north bound-
ary to 80 inches in the southwest corner  •  averages tem-

peratures ranging from 9° F in January to 80° F in July at 
   Mammoth Hot Springs. 

OCTOBER 26 PREVIEW:   

October Potluck 
Friday, October 26, 2007,  Obsidian Lodge 

Potluck, 6:30 p.m.    Program, 7:30 p.m. 
Bring your favorite potluck dish to share…along with 

your own plates, utensils and cups…and $1 to help cover 

lodge expenses.  Parking at the lodge can get crowded, 
especially for potlucks.  Please consider carpooling. 

AT THE LODGE 

http://www.obsidians.org


October 2007 Printed on recycled paper  Page 19 

 

 

Obsidian Calendar 
 

October 

13 Sat – Cooks Ridge, 6m 1200' M, P.Graham ............... 933-1612 

13 Sat – Ridgeline Trail, 6.6m 500' M, J.Jacobsen ......... 343-8030 

14 Sun – Tahkenitch Dunes/Threemile Lake,  M, Roy . 687-0128 

15 Mon – Clear Lake to Trail Bridge, 13m D, Hackett .. 984-0049 

16 Tue – Taking Better Photos—Walker.................. SciEd Tues 

20 Sat – Fall Creek, 9m M, E.Lichtenstein ..................... 683-0688 

21 Sun – Bottom loop, Bike 23m M, G.Strahon .............. 345-0720 

25 Thu – Rice NW Museum of Rocks, Bus, Jensen ........ 345-5366 

25 Thu – TBA, L.Beckley .............................................. 338-8520 

26 Fri – Snowshoeing Yellowstone—Mann..................... Potluck 

 

November 

11 Sun – Eel Creek, 6m 100' M, J.Hackett ..................... 984-0049 

14 Wed – North Shasta Loop, M, R.Romoser ................ 726-8154 

16 Fri – Hiking Across Iceland—Cobb ........................... Potluck 

20 Tue – Ewart Baldwin ..........................................  SciEd Tues 

December 

8 Sat – Christmas Lights Salem, Bus, Hack .......... 345-3650 

14 Fri – Lane County Search and Rescue—Miller ...Potluck 

18 Tue – TBA ................................................... SciEd Tues 

A Piercing Call for 

Winter Trip Leaders 
 

W 
INTER TRIPS Committee Chair Jim Pierce has is-

sued a call for Winter trip leaders and co-leaders. 

―We had a record season a year ago thanks to you.  Can 
we do it again?   We can, with lots of outings and great 

participation,‖ says Jim. 

The committee is putting together the preliminary winter 
schedule.  Take a few moments to think about outings you 

would like to lead… new and old favorites you want to 

share.  Pick a date for each one. ―Sure, they can be 

changed,‖ says Jim, ―but we want to get them onto the pre-
liminary schedule.‖ 
Phone or email your desired destinations and dates to Jim: 

344-1775 (machine); wintertrips@obsidians.org. Or, you will 
be called by the committee‘s calling team.   
 

...and for Winter Trips  

Committee Members 
 

T 
HERE IS A CHILL in the air.  Snow is coming to the 

mountains.  Winter trips are just around the corner.  Can 
you be part of the Winter Trips Committee?  You could be a 
core committee coordinator.   You could be a member of the 

leader calling team.  Please call or email Jim Pierce, Winter 
Trips Chair, to be part of the FUN… 344-1775 (machine)… 
wintertrips@obsidians.org.  

 

Trail Maintenance 
 

T 
HE NEXT Obsidian trail maintenance outing will be on 
Sunday, Oct. 28, from 9 a.m.-noon. Meet at the main 

Spencer Butte parking lot.  

UPCOMING 

T 
HE SEPTEMBER POTLUCK featured the ―Summer 

Camp 2007 Reunion,‖   with nearly 50 people on hand 
for dinner and 62 for the slide presentation following.  The 
show was given by Rick Ahrens – who, having recently en-

tered the age of digital photography, discovered the technol-

ogy‘s downside when he returned from Camp Pegg with 
1,100 pictures!   He pared that number down somewhat and 
the camp alumni (and others) were treated to a great show, 

filled with all the excitement, adventure, laughter and joy 
that was Camp Pegg 2007. 

Following the show, John Jacobsen announced on behalf 

of the Summer Camp Committee, the location of Summer 

Camp 2008: Bonanza CCC Campground, up the Yankee 
Fork of the Salmon River adjacent to the Sawtooths of 
Idaho. The campground is approximately 20 miles northeast 

of Stanley, ID, within easy driving distance of the wonderful 

hiking in the Sawtooth and White Cloud Mountains. 
There will be two, seven-day sessions:  July 19-July 26 

and July 26-August 2, 2008.  The summer camp rally will be 

in March, with registration beginning at that time.  Addi-
tional information about the 2008 camp will be presented in 
the Bulletin, beginning in December.  

Folding the Tents on Camp Pegg; 
Sneaking a Peek at Next Year’s Plans 

DECALS 
Simple design uses static cling 

to adhere to the inside of a 

vehicle window! $1 each. 
         
 

NEWCAPS!   
One size fits all. Colors:  black, 

red, green and beige. $15 each. 
 

 

Contact Laurie funk-
houser5605@comcast.net  or  

phone 206-2303.  

mailto:wintertrips@obsidians.org
mailto:wintertrips@obsidians.org
mailto:funkhouser5605@comcast.net
mailto:funkhouser5605@comcast.net


 

OBSIDIANS, INC.      OBSIDIANS, INC. IS A NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

 P.O. BOX 51424 

 EUGENE, OR  97405 

 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
PRESORTED STANDARD 

US POSTAGE 
PAID 

EUGENE, OR 
PERMIT 803 

 

 

October  2007 

 

 
The season’s first snow - Mt. Fuji on September 23  - Photo by Chris Stockdale 


